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2 Sam. 17. 43 


And ales Achitophel ſaw that his C oun- 
ſelm as not follow d, he ſaddl'd his Aſs and 
aroſe and gat him Home, and ſet his 
Houſe in order, and hang 4 himſelf, and 
was bury d in the Sepulcher of his Fa- 


thers. 


LONDON, 


printed for 7 Taylor at the ' Ship in St. 
- PauPsCharch-yard, and V. Cox at the 
Golden Bible without Temple- bar. 


"TO 


: „ 
* „ "= * . 
* n PPP re R . 


. the | 
Moſt Reverend Father in God, 
FT 
Lord Archbiſhop of Armagh, 
AND 


Primate of all Ireland. 


_ Myit leaf your Grace, 


O accept this ſacred Tra- 
gedy, conſiſting of four 
Y chief Actors, namely Da- 


| Vid an anointed King; Abſolom an 
00 am- 


vi The Dedication. 
ambitious Prince; Achitophel, a 
wicked Politician ; and Huſhai a 
Loyal Subject : whoſe ſeveral Parts 
are grounded on a Paſſage of Niſ- 
_ tory, for Variety pleaſant, for In- 
ſtruction uſeful, for Event admira- 
ble. If the Pen-man climb not the 
Height of ſuch a Theme, yer I 
ſhall not, I hope, fall below the 
Meaſure of your gracious Accep- 
trance, by which my Ambition will 
be abundantly ſatisfy d ; in Confi- 
dence of ic | reſt your Grace's in all 
Chriſtian Duty to be commanded, 


TO THE 


READER 


W Lock on it as 4 Mark of the greateſt 
1 Envy and Baſeneſs to rob the Living 
and much more the Dead, of the 
Glory that is due to them. For which 
reaſon I thought my ſelf bound to inform 
the Reader, if he knew it not before, 
that the chief Subſtance of this Tra, 
though the Name be not to it, is 

e 


vii To the Reader. 
owing to Dr. Nathaniel Carpenter, 
formerly a Fellow f Exeter Col- 


_ lege 1 in Oxford: whom * the Learn- 


ed Biſhop Prideaux, when Rector 
| of that Society, number d among the 
great Ornaments of it; in whoſe Cata- 
logue if, as I might, I inſerted many 
others, yet ſhould I find no one, at 
leaſt of his $ tanding, thet has ever | 
been preferable to, if indeed to be 
compar 'd with him, f 
Aſo even the | Oxford-Hiſtori. 
an is here ſo good natur d, as to al- 
low him to have been, in the Judg- 
ment of all, an excellent Humaniſt 
and Divine ; tho he himſelf, when dy- 


ing, modeſtly cone. d, thut having fake 
his ot Tine in Philoſophy, Ma- 


* In 250 Dellicat. of a Sermon preact'd a the | 
Confecration of Sr. James's s Chappel in Exeter Col- 


the- 


Tege. 8 
Rh Atheuz Oxon. Fol. » 40, Gr. 


To the Render 


neglected Divinity. 5A t 1 oe OR 
Hi far Dr. Carpenter defeev'd 
theſe Characters, may be gueſs'd as well 
by the Eſteem he met with from Areh- 


' Biſhop Uſher, who talking notice of 
bim at Oxford, pitch'd on him, with. 


out any ſpecial — 
his Dome ſtic (haplain, and continiid 
him bis Favorite till his Death; 46 
alſo by the Treatiſes he wrote, which 
Pill ſpeak in his Behalf: namely, Philo- 


ſophia ow tri AI 


Decade „. Geogte 
phy eee forthi i in two Books, 
containing the Spherical and To- 
pical Parts thereof; An elaborate 
Treatiſe of Opticks, the perfect 
(oh of which was unbappily loſt in the 
Iriſh ea; Chorazin and Bethſai- 


da's Woe and Warning-Piece ; and 


"the Tract I nom publiſh: All which 
be ** forth as the Fruits of his 


youth- 


thematicks, Cc. he b to bis "foe | 


* 5 
2.64 ? P) 
3 
Fs 9 
* 


4&Rõ To the Reader: 


youthful Labours; and bowmuch more 
"then might have been expected ſpom him, 
had the learned World not loſt ſo hope- 
ful 4 Proficjen at the 4 ge of 2 
. 
is Of this 1 thoug bt fit to advertiſe 
the Reader, leſt J 690404 be judg d to 
have wrong d Dr. Carpenter: tho 
at once I | chouthe it not ſo proper to 
fix bis Name on the Title; becauſe | 
indeed it is not entirely bis own, it ha- 
ving receiv'd by my Hand ſome needful 
; Alterations and Improvements of Mat- 
ter, Method and Style, in order to 
adapt it to theſe — Times; ; tho theſe, © 
and eſpecially the latter, I cannot but 
ſay it to the Praiſe of Dr. Carpen- 
ter, were as little requiſite in the Tract 
T now publiſh, as in any Thing I ever 
et ſaw, A at ſo great a diſtance 
Is For it was written at leaſt four- 
Jeore Tears e; which, conſidering the 
f. F bis Periods, his choice of 


good 


Io the Reader. i; 
ood Words and Neatneſs of Expreſſion, 
< for the moſt gor 1 ons hi 
ly have believd, had I not been. 
otherwiſe undoubtedly aſſur d of it. 
IT need add no more to prepoſſeſs the | 
Reader in favour of this Traft: be- 
cauſe it is but ſmall, and what it de- 
ſerves may ſoon be eſtimated from a Pe- 
ruſal of it. I only ſay this, that it 
contains an agreeable Variety of Mat- 
ter, 4 pleaſant Mixture of Wit and 
good Senſe, of ſacred as well as human 
Learnmg, tho without any ſhew or 
oſtentation of either; and withal it is 
now cloth d, J hope, in ſuch a Dreſs 
as is not wholly unſutable to the Hu- 
mour of this Age. So that in ſhort, 
the Reader will here find a great deal 
to inform and direct his Judgment, and 
at once enough to entertain and pleaſe 

his Fancy. For this reaſon, among thoſe 
many other Writmgs, which are daily 

rak'd out of the Duſt, and in a new 


Mode 


\ 


Mode recommended to the World, 1 


and thus do I ex- 


. | 


8 
— 
8 


l 


s of Dr. Carpenter would | 


ceptable 


% 


To the Reader 


gel : | 
22 . 
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wicked Politician. 
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PART I, 
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HE chiefeſt Objects, whereon 
Treaſon ſets it ſelf awork, 
: are Ambition and Diſcontent ; 
the former of which is wont to 
faſhion the greateſt Hopes out of the leaſt 
Advantage, and the other ſeems like Tin- 
der to catch fire at the firſt touch, and 
turns the leaſt Indignity into the greateſt 


Indignation. This was well known to 
B that 


2 Achitophel ; or, 


that Grand Politician Achitophel, who 
finding Abſolom David's Son a ected with 
each Malady, determin'd to apprehend 
the teaft Opportunity to execute his own 
Malice, ao OY s ruin. _ he a 
long time hated, as is probably con- 
jet by ſome, for the Murder 0 this 
is near Relation ; yet Subtlety and Se- 
crecy, the two Handmaids of Human 
Policy, ſtood always betwixt his Hypocri- 
| ſy and the King's Suſpiaten. Ab/olom he 
found in the Heat and Pride of his Youth, 
above meafure ambitious of his Father 
Sceptres, extremely diſcontent at his foul 
Difgrace and long Baniſhment : the one 
to him the way to Suprema- 
cy, the other to Revenge, eaſily perſwad- 
ing his erroneous Judgment, that it ſeem'd 
too ſmall a Satisfaction for Abſolom again 
to be entertained as a Subject, too great 
a Courteſy for David to live a King. 
Every Hour, which adds to the length 
of his Father? s Reigo, feems to borrow 
: Years from the Thr of his expected 
Royalty, and Juftice her ſelf ſeems to 
claim a part in his Traitorous Ambition; 
ſuch is the Prerogative of ſelf-bred' AQti 
ons to ſhut our Prejudice, and promiſe 
to themfelves as much Succeſs as they find 
: Fucuſe. Here Policy taught Achitophel i 
{tri e 


„ 


— — a ©, of 


hd mins — Wl — — — — 
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Time, 
ours, 


Ins Guilt, or have flacken'd David's In: 
dignation ; and Occafions of this kind at 


+ *+ $ 


geren mis'd it ſelf in Mens Opi- 
nions; and himſelf the firſt Projector he 
found entertain'd as chief Actor in this 
e , Eon SZ 
Nothing now ſeems wanting to the 
Project but an open Artempt to invade 
Applauſe ; and Hoſtile Preparatigns muſt 
ſhew themſelves in readineſs, rather out of 
Formality than Oppoſition, as tho he had 
already won as much as Expectation, 
od Vigor) ſeem' ble in 46. | 
ſolow's gracious Preſence, and the Peoples 
forward Acclamations, But thoſe Con- 
ſultations never ſpeed well, where God 
is excluded the COuncil- Table; and Hope, 
which uſually flatters the Ambitidus 
with the beſt tuccels, very often betrays 
em to the worſt. David all this while 
B 2 lies 


4 Achitophel; or, 


lies ſecure, as one who out of a paternal 
Ingenuity might ſooner expect the hoſtile 
Invaſion of a Foreign Enemy, than the 
ſecret Stratagems of ſo dear a Friend. For 
what indulgent Parent could fear his own 
overthrow to ſpring out of his own Bow- 
els; or there to find the Ruin of himſelf, 
where he hop'd to erect the Trophy of 
his Name and Memory ? But Treaſon at 
length knocking at his Doors, awakes his 
ſleeping Jealouſy ; and time it is to fly 
to Foreign Succours, when he finds his 
own Sons and Subjects the Forgers of ſe- 
ditious Treaſon and unnatural Rebelli- 
ms er ae e 

But that great Counſellor, who turn. 
eth Human Wiſdom into Folly, and direQs 
all Purpoſes to his own Ends, is not want- 
ing to his Servant David, making earneſt 
Interceſſion: Huſhas is ſecretly ſuborn'd 
by David, under the pretence of Love and 
Service, as a ſuppos'd Friend, but dif- | 
guis'd Enemy, to creep into Ab/olom”s Bo- 
ſom, and oppoſe Achitophel, that tranſcen- 
dent Politician. Achitophel, who as an 
Oracle of God had for his deep Wiſdom 
hitherto paſsd current, is now ſhut out, and 
Huſhai, this new Counſellor, is admitted 
Audience. Here begins the Dawning 
of David's happy Deliverance, and Achito- 
3 phel's 


* 
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The wicked Poldiciion: = 


phel's deſerved Tragedy: for as the diſtem- 
per of our firſt Concoction, as Naturaliſts 
obſerve, is ſeldom or never corrected in 
the ſecond; ſo the firſt Ground-work 
in State-Policy, ill laid or temper'd, can 

afterwards ſcarce promiſe a Reformation. 
But Princes Actions are commonly con- 
fin d to no other Laws than their own 
Wills; and in vain it is for Achitophel to 
give further Counſel, while he wants 
Perſuaſion, Deſpair and Indignation are 
at hand to ſecond his Repulſe, and no- 
thing now ſeems left him for Refuge (ſo 


far as the Eye of his worldly Policy could 


diſcern) but the preventing of David's 
Officers in his ſhameleſs Execution. Ac- 
cordingly, when Achitophel ſam that his 
Counſel was not follow'd, he ſaddl'd his Aſs, 
and aroſe and gat him Home, and ſet his 
Houſe in Order, and hanged himſelf, and was 


bury'd in the Sepulcher of his Fathers. 


2 Sam. 17.23. This Paſſage of ſacred Hiſ- 


tory is not a little entertaining, and at- 
fords the chief Hints to the following 


Diſcourſes, as it contains an Account of 
Achitophel's laſt Actions and End, and na- 
turally ſhoots into theſe two Branches: 
1ſt, his Provocation; 2aly, his Action. The 


Provocation was the neglect of his Coun- 


ſel, expreſs'd in the former Words; Aud 
L Lb” 3 when 


6 A&chitophel; or, 

when Achitophel ſ that his Cornſel was 
not follow a. His Actions are decypher'd 
in tlie latter Clauſe, he ſadaPd his Aſs and 
ao, dec. In the Provocation or Mo- 
tive we may obſerve theſe two Circum- 
ſtances: Firſt, what Achitophel's Coun- 
ſel Was, and wherein it conſiſted. Se- 
condly, how and which way it was de. 
IT o beꝑin with the firſt; we may reduce 
his Policy to two Heads, as it conſiſted ei- 
ther mn his apt Choice or wife Direction. 
he former was evident in that he cook ad- 
vantage of ſuch a Subject to countenance 
hi Rebellion, who among all the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael was likely to go the fartheſt, 
Abſolom's Birth, Feature, Plauſibility and 
high Spirit ſeem d to ſpeak him a King at 
firſt fight ; as if Nature and Induſtry, 
Policy and Valour ſtobd in competition | 
which ſhould challenge moſt in his Ad- 
vancement. In'the firſt place to examine 
his Birth, we'ſhall find him a King's Son; 
and tho the ſecond of his Father's Race, 
yet the firſt in the Peoples Hope. Of the 
eſdeſt little mention is left us, fave the 
Name, us of one, by Impotence of Nature 
or diſtſtrous Influence of the Stars, half 
caticel'd out of the Catalogue of Davia's 
Sons: and befides this, the Claim and 
m——_ Title 


The wicked Politician, 7 
Title to his Father's Kingdom, but newly 
begun, and not yet eſtabliſh'd on Succeſ- 
ſion, gave no ſmall Encouragement to 
Abſolom's tngh Ambition. For where 
Birth-right afforded no certain Challenge 
to Kingly Dignity,and the Father's Choice 
in deſigning out his Succeſſor is ſcarce re- 

puted warrantable, what other Obſta- 
cle, one would think, could ſtand betwixt 
him and Sovereignty, but only God's im- 
mediate Will or 1 Peoples Suffrage? 
The former, it ſeems, he little regarded, 
as one who either doubted of God's Pro- 
vidence, or appeared too confident of his 
Connivance; the latter, as a matter out 
of queſtion, ſeem'd ſooner found than 
fought; as if Opinion, which had ſo 
long fawn'd on his Worth, could as eaſi- 
ly turn the Peoples Suffrage as command 
their Service. Yet had any Senſe of Re- 
ligion or Care of publick Good invaded. 
the Minds either of young Abſolom the 
Prince, or Achitophel the old Counſellor, 
they might firſt have enquir'd of ſome 
Prophet or other touching God's ſecret 
Purpoſe of depreſſing David and exalting 
Abſolom ; or at leaſt have eſteem'd Here- 
ditarySuccefſion the beſt Challenge. Well 
might God's Almighty Hand diſdain Op- 
poſition, which never yet met Reliſtance; 5 
. and 3 


$ Achitophel; or, 
and common Equity have ſtamp'd that 
current, which cuſtomary Right and the 
Law of Nature had already eſtabliſh'd 
among moſt Nations. But their defign 
is not grounded on God's Law or Nature's 
Privilege, but on their own ſeeming Ad- 
vantage ; as tho the Divine Counſel 
ought to ſtoop to Human Policy,and Na- 
ture to forſake the Scene, where worldly 
Wiſdom comes in Action. Here is the 
firſt and chiefeſt Character of a worldly- 
wiſe Politician, who little cares how great 
a Rupture he makes thro the Laws of God 
and common Equity, ſo he may meet 
with his own Advantage, chuſing rather 
to loſe his Soul than his wicked Purpoſe ; 
as one by Patent allow*d to diſpenſe with 
any Obligation of Conſcience and Religi- 
on. Hence may we eaſily diſcover the 
Error of Vulgar Judgments, who mea- 
ſuring inward Sufficiencys by out- 
ward Fortunes, repute thoſe Men wiſeſt 
Who riſe higheſt. Whereas true Wil- 
dom, in whofe Scale is weigh'd the | 
Choice of the beſt Ends and fitteſt 
Means, has taught us rather to entertain 
than ſerve Preterments ; and prize the 
quiet Calm of a ſettl'd Conſcience before 
the ſtormy Guſts of ambitious Greatneſs. 
Tis not the want of Wit to project, but 
of Wickedneſs to practiſe, which keeps 
. b Ver. 
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The wicked Politician. 9 


Vertuepoor, and Merit unregarded ; nei- 


ther are great Advancements the uſual 


Badges of great Worth. 


he ſecond thing, of which Achitophel 
took advantage in Abſolom's Perſon, was 


his fair and comely Feature. Abſolom 
among all the Children of Men was repu- 


ted the faireſt; his lovely Viſage, di- 
ſhevel'd Hair, the ſeemly Symmetry and 
Proportion of all his Parts, were as ſo ma- 
ny ſilent Orators to beſpeak Applauſe, 
and perſwade Affection. Our Friends 
or Foes we ſeldom owe to Choice, but Na- 


ture, which ſtamps in every Man's Face 


her ſpecial Characters of Beauty and De- 
formity, of Love and Hatred, ordaining 


*em rather Commanders of Fancy than 


Servants to our Diſcretion. Whence 
Ariſtotle had good reaſon to make this 
comely Feature of the Body, one of the 
Complements of Human Happineſs, as 
that which gives the Habit of our Virtues 


a more Glorious Luſtre, and opens a ſpee- 


dier Paſſage to Heroick Actions. What 
greater Motive could have happen'd to a 
ſeditious Multitude, whoſe Affections 
being led rather by Senſe than Reaſon,are 
better taught to fawn on Shews than Sub- 
ſtance, and to ſwallow the moſt poiſo- 
nous Drugs in gilded Pills ? Nothing is 

FTE. more 


10 Achirophel ; or, 
more dangerous than paintedSin; and ugly 
Vice, couch'd under the Protection of a 
comely Countenance, will loſe the Name 
and ſeem a Virtue: ſuch is the bewitch- 
ing Power of a beauteous Perſonage to in- 
chant the wiſeſt Judgment, that Perſwa- 
fion is oftner found in the Orator than 
the Argument, as tho his Looks went as 
Harbingers before his Language, to pre- 
pare a Room and entertain Attention. 
Of theſe eminent Gifts of Nature not- 
withſtanding, not granted to our free 
Choice, but rather truſted to our Huſ- 
bandry, no queſtion but Almighty God 
the Lender will expect an Intereft. | He 
that either hides his Talent in the Ground 
or miſpends his Portion, ſhall find the re- 
ward of a faithlefs Servant; and much 
more ſuch graceleſs Tenants, as turn their 
Endowments to the worft uſes, and make 
God's munificent Gifts the Means and 
Ground · work of wicked and irreligious 


Actions. Where God ſows, he expects 


his Harveſt in the ſame Kind; and no 
Grain ſo mean in our eſtimation, out of 
which in proportion he do's not require a 
timely Crop. But where he finds our In- 
duftry flack in performing this Duty, or 
our Malice 1 * to his Profit, he com- 
monly works his own Ends out of our 

of | . Ini- 


The wicked Politician. 11 
Iniquitys; and what Parts and Endow- 
ments we abuſe to Sin, he juſtly direQs 
unto Revenge. Said; A1 

A third Advantage in Ahſolom 's Perſon 
ſuggeſted to Achitophel's Obſervation, was 
his fair Carriage and popular Plauſibility. 
A ſweet and courteous Deportment, ſea- 
ſond with Morality and Religion, never 
wants deſerved Commendation, as the 
ſureſt Character of an ingenuous Diſpoſiti- 
on, and the moſt powerful Servant of ho— 
neſt Policy. For as in our moſt religious 
Actions, we ſhould ſtudy rather to profit 
than pleaſe our Auditors; yet he, who 
never affects to pleaſe, ſhall ſeldom have 
the Happineſs to profit: ſo much more 
in Civil Affairs, the beſt Improvement is 
popular Eſtimation; and Vertue, tho never 


| ſo eminent, ſhall ſcarce be reputed cur- 


rent, if not ſtamp'd by Applauſe, nor 
crown by common Approbation. 
Mon te quæſiveris extra, ſeems ra- 
ther an Axiom of a ſpeculative and retir'd 
Stoick than of a practick Stateiſt. An up- 
right Honeſt Man, I confeſs, would ra- 
ther find him ſelf at home in his own Con- 
ſcience, than ſeek himſelf abroad in o- 
ther Mens Opinions, as one whoſe firſt 
Care ought to be to form himſelf to God's 
Will and his own Content; bis ſecond, 
25 to 


to a treacherous Conſpiracy? 


1 Achitophel; o, 


to husband his Means to mens Applauſe. 
Yet is this in no wiſe to diſapprove of a 


kind and affable Behaviour, nor to coun- 


tenance a Cynical and harſh Diſpoſition. 


Had no other Affection than this poſleſs'd 


the Soul of Abſolom, or in him preſented 


it ſelf to Achitophel's Obſervation, Diſcre- 
tion might have pleaded in the behalf of 


the former, and Honeſty of the latter, 


and neither have wanted its deſer ved 


Commendation. The one might per- 
haps have been thought ambitious to in- 
herit as well the Peoples Love, as his Fa- 


ther's Vertues ; the other to have ap- 


plauded his Prince's Happineſs in the Peo- 
ples Love. Nevertheleſs Popularity at 


the beſt is a Favour, which diſcreet and 
wiſe Subjects do ſooner win than affect, 
it beginning uſually with the Princeꝰ's Jea- 
louſy, and ending with the Owner's Ruin. 
The Defect of it might better become 


a Subject; the Exceſs, a King : for 
Which reaſon neither had the Athenian 


Oftraci{ms ever found place in Juſtice, had 


not popular Greatneſs threaten'd the State 


with Danger or Diſſolution. How much 
more dangerous ſhall we eſteem this Po- 


pularity of Abſolom, ſpringing from a 


rotten and corrupted Heart, and directed 


Three 
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The wicked Politician, 13 
Three ſpecial Stratagems were here 
put in Practice, which might well ſeem 
faſhion'd in Achitophel's Forge: for the 
| ſending of Ab/o/om tor Achitophel to Hebron 
excludes not a former Conſultation ; nei- 
ther is it probable he would ſo far have 
truſted him with his ſecret Counſels, had 
he not firſt found him inclining to his 
Faction. The firſt Engin of his ſeditious 
Purpoſe was his gloſſing and fine Com- 
plaiſance both in Words and Geſture, by 
which he was ſaid ro ſteal away the Hearts 
of the e his Father David. He 
uſually ſtood in the Palace - Gate, obſerv'd 
the Approach of Suiters, examin'd their 
particular Grievances, enquir'd the Place 
of their Abode; in a word, hekiſs'd and 
embrac'dꝰ em, ſaying, O that I were made 
Jucdg in the Land, that I might hear every 
Mans Caſe,and do him Juſtice ! What zea- 
lous Subject, almoſt out of the ſeemin 
ſimplicity of his Words, would not ſwell 
with ExpeQation, and become as prodigal 
in his Hopes as the other in his Promiſes ? 
The diſtance between Princes and private 
Men makes us often overvalue Courteſys, 
and the not diſcoyering of ſuch Mens Na- 
tures frequently occaſions their worſt 
Actions to carry the beſt Conſtruction. 
But great Promiſes are commonly W 
5 


" Achitophel ; or, 


ed by ſmall or flow Performance ; and an 


eaſy matter it is to be over. prodigal on 
the Score, Where we never intend a Pay- 
ment. To boaſt of our Actions and Suffici- 


1 
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encys, was never thought a Soleciſm in the 
juggling Art of Human Policy: But ad- 
mit that Abſolom in this Cafe had Dp 
to himſelf as much as the People, and ſuf- 
fer'd his Canfidence to ſpread her Wings 
beyond his Abilitys, yet is this of little 
ſer vice to excuſe his Action from unnaty- 


ral Diſobedience or masked Treachery. 


It was the part of a ſhameleſs Cham to be 
an induſtrious Spectator of his Father's 
Nakedneſs; of a railing Rgbſbakeb or 
curfing Shimez, to divorce him from bis 
Subjects Hearts. Nature would have per- 
ſwaded a gracious Child with VoaHs two 
modeſt Spns to have loo d awry or gone 
backward; no ſooner to have ſeen than 
he could hide his Father's Shame. Allegi- 
ance might have inftruted a Loyal Sub- 
ject to prize his Sovereign's Credit before 
his own, and drown his greateſt Honours 
in his Prince's Service. But ſetting aſide 
theſe near and high Relations of x Son 
to his Father, or à Subject to his Prince; 


the Diviſion and Divorce of Friends e- 


ven among Heathens, has always ſeem'd 
to a generous Temper a wicked Revenge 
ay 2 of 
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of baſe Ambition. Honour ſeldom be 
| ſtows her Favours but on ſuch as win em 
in open Field; and Heroick Spirits have 
always choſen rather dearly to buy, than 
baſely to ſteal a Victory. To ſteal away 
the Hearts of our Friends favours more 
| of fleer ing Paraſite, than a wiſe Politi- 
| cian; and to ſeek ſecret Ambuſhes incaſe 
| of pen Trial, argues rather the weak- 
neſs of our Caufe, than the ftrength of 
7 Diſcretion. N evertheleſs this ſeemꝰd 
ood Ground for Abfo/am to ſet, and 
401 ophe! to work on; and little can 
true Wiſdom or Religion per ſwade in the 
Rear, where wicked _ commands | 
the Vant-Guard. | 
A A ſecond Stratagem put in ptuſtioe by 
Holen and perhaps plotted by Achrtophel, 
to a his own Plauſihility, was pub- 
lickly to ſlander his Father's Corendavitns 
with the odious Charge of Injuſtice and 
Oppreſſion. The ſame Art, which 
tau him to flatter his Inferiors, 
ſhew'd him the way to calumniate his 
Superiors; ſo nearly are theſe two op po? ?: 
ſite Vices knit together in a wicked Cauſe. 
See, ſand Abſolom, after examination of 
each Suiter, thy Caſe is juſt and goon, — 
there is no Mas FER fo hear 
ROOT _ 
: ul 


declining Age of David) as d 


=_ .- Achitophel ; or, 


David now began to decline as well in 


Strength as Government. Age and Diſ- 


eaſe moſt commonly grow together; and 
where the Maſter begins once to droop, 
the Servants prove either careleſly neg- 
ligent or lawleſly infolent, Theſe In- 


conveniencys perhaps admitted by Da- 


vid's Officers, and obſerv?d by Abſolom, 


render'd him obvious to exception. The 


greateſt Places are commonly ſubject to 
the greateſt Cenſures; but when Almigh- 
ty God was not wanting to David, I 
can't imagin David to be-much wanting 
to his People: and tho Strength and Va- 
lour, the Darlings of his Youth, began to 
faigt in him; yet Wiſdom and Experience, 
the Children of his riper Age, ſtep'd in to 


undertake his Quarrel. No otherwiſe 
then can we interpret this Exception of 
Abſolom againſt his Father; than that it 


was a malicious Slander, devis'd for no 
other end, but to make him odious and 
himſelf acceptable ; which he by ſo much 


the more 'hop'd eaſy to effect, by how 
much more he ſaw the giddy Multitude, 


(as at all other times, ſo Oy 1n this 
irous of 
Novelty, as ſubject to Diſcontent. The 


beſt Governors ſeldom . pleaſe long, 


and the worſt may for a while. Worth 
| is 
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is ſeldom ſo eminent as in the Abſence; 
and the beſt Magiſtrates, like the Images 


of Brutus and Caſſius, as Tacitus relates, 


ſeem then moſt glorious, when they are 


| moſt wanting. Envy and DetraQtion, 


like two venomous Serpents, do always 


lurk in the Path of Juſtice, and the beſt 


Rulers do ſeldom find the treeft Paſſage. 
He that goes about to perſuade a Multi- 
tude, that they are not ſo well govern'd 
as they ought to be, will ſooner want 
Argument than Attention. The reaſon 


of which, as a Learned Man has obſerv'd, 


is, becauſe the Abuſes and Corruptions in 
every State moſt inevitable, are for the 
moſt part ſenſible to vulgar Capacitys: 
whereas the Hindrances of Reformation 
are apparent only to Men of experienc'd 
Judgments. As eaſy was it here for Ab. 
ſolom to ſlander as to ſpeak. His Eyes 
could no ſooner open, but ſpy ſome Object 
or other to animate his own Projects and 
the Peoples Diſcontent. Of ſuch Force 


is the boundleſs Malice of baſe Informers, 
with the Venom of their Aſpick Tongues, 


to poiſon our ſincereſt Actions, and preſent 
as in a PerſpeQive the leaſt Mites and 
Molehills of our Imperfections, like huge 
and mighty Mountains. This King Da- 
vid found in the midſt of a calm and ſettl'd 

C ” 


ſuch a wicked Convention. The meet - 


18 Achitophel; or, 
State, when Miſchief had ſcarce yet 
known her own Strength, nor Time as 
yet teem'd with all the Engins of grace- 
leſs Villany. What then may we now 


expect in theſe Dog-days of the World's 


declining Age, in which malicious De- 
traction is eſteem'd the Quinteſſence of 
Wit, and ingenuous Acknowledgment of 
Mens Deſerts is eſteem'd too great a Fa- 
vour ? Surely the beſt Revenge I can 
here invent for Innocence, are Preces & 
Lachrymæ, the Chriſtian's Armour; and the 
conſtant Reſolution of the ſweet P/almif, 
Iwill pray yet againſt their Wickedneſs, 
The third and greateſt Impoſture 


which Abſolom pra ct is'd to make himſelf 


acceptable, was the pretence of Religion; 
The keeping of a Vow, he pretended at 
leaſt to have made, of his return to He. 
bron, and there to praiſe God, after his 
ſale Return to Jeruſalem. David is ſoli- 
cited to conſent to his Journey; nor 
could ſuch a Petition brook a denyal, 
which comes uſher'd in under the ſhew of 
a Religious Office. Hebron ſeem'd to 
David a place for Sacrifice; to Abſolom, 
for Conſpiracy. Jeruſalem was too near 


his Father's ſight, or rather too far from 


his Treacherous Purpoſe, to admit of 


ing 


af 
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ing of ſuch Conſpirators ſo near the 
Court, might ſoon have open'd the Eyes 
of ſleeping Jealouſy, and betray'd the Trea- 
ſon to Diſcovery. David's Countenance 


might perhaps have daunted the Courage 


of Abſolom's Friends, or have won their 


Love; and leſt the Peoples Affection to 
Abſolom ſhould grow cold in his Abſence, 


he leaves behind him his Paraſites to ſo- 
licit his Cauſe, and at his approach to give 
the Signal. Moreover, to ſtrengthen him- 


ſelf the better _ publick Hoſtility, 


or private Miſtakes, he carrys with him 
2 Gariſon from Jeraſalem to defend his 
Perſon, and ſends for Achitophel to He- 
bron, to direct his Counſel. Nothing 


elſe but a pretence to Religion could be 


thought a Vizard to hide the Face of 
this dangerous Conſpiracy from the ſight 
of ſuſpicion. Deceit never thrives better 
than when ſhe leaſt ſeems her ſelf; and 
Vice ſeldom dares to ſhew her ſelf in pub- 
lick, unleſs ſhe ſteal the Robes of Vertue, 
and actuate her ſelf with ſly Hypocriſy. 


Satan transforms himſelf into an Angel of 
Light, when he intends the greateſt Miſ- 
chief, and inſtructs his Diſciples in the like 


Policy. This has been the Devil's Shift 


and Practice in all Ages; nor do's Wick- 


edneſs ever come better arm'd,than with a 
| C's , ſhew 


F 
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ment, who, under colour of Faſting i 
and long Prayer, devour'd Widows Hou- if 


bed ience of the Law. Among the three 


ſerv'd to theſe laſt and worſt Times, in 


to make a Survey of the Roman Charch, 


ſhew of ſeeming Sanity. Jeroboam the | 
Son of Nebat, who made 1/rae!/ to fin, 
had no other Pretence than Religion, 
to withdraw the Ten Tribes from Jeruſa- 
lem, by ſetting up a new Idolatry. The 
Scribes and Phariſees in the New Tefta- | 


ſes, profeſs'd the moſt rigid and ſtrict O. 
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Sets in N the Time of the 
Siege by Veſpaſian and Titus, Joſeplius ob- 
ſerv'd thoſe to have been the moſt noto- 
riouſſy wicked, who term'd themſelves 
the Realous, But alas, Pandora's Box was 
not yet empty; the moſt of Evils were re- | 


which the grey Sins are counted Arti. 
cles of Faith, and ſincere Profeſſion is ſtibd 
Hereſy. Ignatius had not yet fent his 
Brood into the World with the Pope*s Pa- 
tent, as ſo many Factors to ſell Damnation; 
nor had the Tridentine Council concluded 
that Idolatry and Superſtition ſnould paſs 
for true Religion. But ſince the Ap- 
proach of this Meduſa's Head, the World 
ſeems to have ſuffer'd a fatal Metamorphoſis, 
and wonders to find her ſelf ſo groſs a 
Changeling. Had I-room in this place 


| 
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I ſhould ſoon diſcover their whole Religi- 
on to be little other than a Politick Hypo- 
criſy, entirely directed to Gain and Great- 
neſs; pretending nothing but Piety and 
Goodneſs, and practiſing little elſe than 
Malice or Profaneneſs. What Vulgar 
Judgment can otherwiſe interpret their 
Pedlers-Pack of Indulgences, and ſundry 
other Superſtitious Jugglings, than that it 
is a meer Merchandize of Souls, in which 
every graceleſs Parracide, as in a common 
. may at the hands of a Mercenary 
Prieſt cheapen and buy his own Salvation? 


Had all the Achitophel's or Abſolows in 


the World loſt their Politick Inventions, 


they might I think find 'em again im- 
prov'd in this State. Religion. No Diſu- 


nion of the Church ſo ſmall, which their 
rigorous Conſtitutions pronounce not He- 
reſy ; no Sin ſo hainous for which their 
Pope dares not grant a Diſpenſation : as 


tho Sanctity conſiſted not in the inward 


y 


Diſpoſition of the Man, but in the out- 
ward Conformity to the Church, and 


Piety was pinn'd on the Sleeve of worldly 


Policy. This politick Sin of Fpocriſy I no 


ſooner loſe among the Romaniſts, but I 
find it again among too many of our 


 Home-bred Schiſmatichs, nay I may add 
of our Church Fanaticts, a ſort of People 
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her Myſterys, and 
her Bowels, they deiign. Pm perſwaded, 


her; to overturn her Diſcipline, pervert 
her Ordinances, and at length tranſlate 


much leſs Religion than the Simple ima. 


22 Achitophel ; or, 


as inconſiſtent with themſelves in real O. 
pinion and outward Practice, as the com- 
pound Name I give them ſeems contra. 
dictory; who under the Mask of Chriſ. 
tian Love and Moderation do more dan- 
gerouſly threaten the Conſtitutions of our 
Church, and by conſequence the State, 
than even her declar'd and open Oppo. 
ſers: while profeſſing themſelves true 
Members of her, 32 partaking of 

ily inſinuating into 
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whenever they can to bite and to betray cl 
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the Miniſterial Office to a kind of Anda 
bates, who never aſſail her but with their 
Eyes ſhut, and who, in a word, have 
for the moſt part but little Learning, and} 


gin to be quoted in their Looks, or appears 
in their outward Pretenſions. 


Satis eſt vidiſſe, revertor. 


The fourth and laſt Advantage, ob- 


ſerv'd by Achitophel in Abſolom's Diſpofiti. 


on, was his ſtout Courage and manly Re- 


ſolution. What greater Argument of 
Valour, than to rouſe a Lion into open 


Chaſe, 
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Chaſe, and promiſe himſelf a Paſſage to 
Victory thro the Jaws of Danger, and De- 


poſition of a Law ful King? David's for- 


tunate Succeſs he might well have read in 
Goliah*s Overthrow, and the Yoke impo- 
ſed on the furious Philiſtines. Time as 
yet had not raz'd the Trophys of his Tri- 


umphant Youth,nor had Age yet cancePd 
from his Countenance the Characters of 
his undaunted Courage. The Subverſion 


of a ſtately Kingdom was never yet e- 


ſteem'd an eaſy Conqueſt; and Sovereign- 
ty ſeems a Center, unto which Providence 


has chalk'd out the Lines of few Mens 


Ambition. Tis more than one Heſperian 
| Dragon of Difficulty and Danger, that is 


ſet to guard this Golden- Tree; and what 
Combat can be expected but from ſuch 
a Captain, whoſe leaſt Fear is 1n his great- 
eſt Danger? However Abſolom engag'd 
by Achitophel's Advice, undertakes the 
Combat. Abſolom's ſtout Heart gives ſud- 
den Fire to his Ambition, and Achitophel's 
Counſel ſtands in readineſs to back and 
ſtrengthen his ambitious Courage; the 
one is at hand to act, the other to project 
the means of his Advancement. Strength 
and Policy, which ſeldom ſhake Hands, 
are here reconcil'd, or at leaſt for a Time 
they'll entertain a Truce. Achitophel be- 
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24 Achitophel ; or, 
ing confident enough of his Counſel, re. 
quir'd no fitter Inſtrument to aCtuate his 
Malice than Ab/o/om's Courageous Reſv- i 
lution, knowing right well that nothing | 
could prove more -prejudicial to. a State 

than armed Madneſs, This is no ſmall | 
part of worldly Policy, to ſtand aloof, and 
give aim to wicked Purpoſes; and to a- 
buſe the haſty Humours of hot Spirits to] 
their own advantage, This is very ob- 
ſervable in our modern Machiavillians, who 
have deliver'd this Precept as a Principle: 
Make no difference between an evil Servant 
and a good; but uſe em both to thy own fl 
Ends, Catiline thirſting for nothing | 
more than the Ruin of his Country, and 
an Expiation of the Diſgrace he receiv'd 


from the Senate, could make uſe as well 


of the Pride of Lentalus, as the Raſhneſs 
of Cethegus: the high Blood of the one 
and the fiery Spirit of the other ſerv'd him | 
to good Purpole; the one to.countenance, 
the other to animate his wicked Action. 
Thus alſo the Perſian Nobility, as we 
read in Nenophun, enrag'd againſt Artax- 
erxes their King, ſought occaſion to ſide 
with the, Valour of the Grecians, and to 
{tir up the high Spirit of Orus the youn- 
ger Brother to revenge himſelf againſt the 


1 


elder. The faireſt Colours ars ſubject to 
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the deepeſt Stains, and the moſt free and 
eminent Diſpoſitions are commonly obvi- 
ous to the greateſt Alterations, and ſuffer 


themſelves to be ſooneſt poiſon'd, if once 
tempted with Vain-glory or Diſcontent. 


No wonder then, it the Sons of Achito- 


phel ſurviving in our Times, being in- 
ſtructed by their Fathers Counſel, take 


advantage to work their own Ends out 


of other Mens diſcontented Paſſion. If 
a ſearch were made, ſome I fear would 
be found among us, as far tranſcending 
Acbitophel in Malice, as indeed they come 
ſhort ofhim in Wit and Policy ; whoen- 
deavour to faſten upon their Aſſociates 
the Badg of their own virulent Diſpoſition, 
for which perhaps, beſides the Glory of 


their own Shame, they cannot with 


Achitophel ſo much as pretend a Cauſe or 
deviſe an End. But ſuch Men will ſure- 
ly anſwer as well for their own Seduce- 
ments, as for other Mens Tranſgreſſions; 


nor ſhall our Faults herein be reputed leſs, 


than the Intereſt we challenge in our 
Brothers Friendſhip. It is the Part of 
the fouleſt Spider, out of the faireſt Flow- 
ers to ſuck Poiſon ; of induſtrious Bees, 


out of ſtinking Hemlock to gather Hony : 
And they, that would reſemble the latter 
and not the former, ſhould rather labour 


to 


16 Achitophel; or, 


to improve the worſt Humours to good 


Temper, than pervert the beſt unto 


ungodly Actions. The former is to fol- 
low God's own Example, who directs and 
difpoſes wicked Mens Actions to his own 
good Purpoſes; the latter is to follow 
the Devil's, who takes occaſion out of the 
moſt Innocent, the moſt Sacred Things, 
to work Miſchief. a 7 

Thus far have we beheld Achitophel as 


in his private Study, deſigning out a fit 


Subject and Occaſion to be reveng'd on 
David. We are now to obſerve him ſit- 
ting in Council, and inſtruting Abſolom. 
The Advice he gave is twofold: the firſt 


ſubordinate and preparatory to ſtreng- 


then the Faction; the ſecond, laſt and 
principal, to execute the Action, and ſe- 
cure the Succeſs. In the former he coun- 
ſels Ab/otom to go in and abuſe his Father's | 
Concubines : Go in, ſaid he, to thy Fa- 


theres Concubines, whom he has left to keep 


the Houſe ; and when all Iſrael ſhall hear 
that thou art abhord of thy Father, the 
Hands of all that are with thee ſhall be 


ffrong. In which Counſel we may ob- 


ſerve a double Proſpect ; Firſt, in ſecuring 
his own and his Friends Eſtate ; Second- 
ly, in uniting the People more firmly to 
Abſolom's Obedience: nor in this mo . 
N - ſtep | 
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ſtep beſides his Policy. He ſerv'd him- 
ſelt firſt, and his Maſter no otherwiſe 
than for himſelf; and thought that Coun. 
ſel loſt as ill-beſtow'd on Abſolom, in 
which he could not promiſe himſelf either 
| Safety or Advancement, He thought it 
ill- ſiding with a doubtful or an incon- 
ſtant Friend. Abſolom, however profeſ- 
S ſedly he had engag'd himſelf to Treaſon, 
mint deceive his Opinion or fail his Ex- 
pectation. His pretended Diſcontent to- 
wards his Father might, for ought he 


knew, be only perſonated, to make tryal 


of the Subjects Allegiance, or his Reſo- 
lution inconſtant, to betray them to 
Danger. Abſolom, tho a Traytor, was 
yet a Son; David, tho provok'd, was yet 
a Father. No Gordian Knot was ever ſo 
cunningly knit by Policy, which Nature 
cannot cut or Time diſſolve. The Pri- 
vilege of Youth or Prerogative of a Son 
may make this Action ſeem rather a 
Scape than a Sin, His Faults however 
great will ſeem rather Achitophel's than his 
own; and that which Juſtice in others 
will term Reaſon, Indulgence in him will 
interpret Weakneſs, David may remit, 
and Abſolom reconcile, what the one ſuf- 
fer'd and the other ated; and then muſt 
Achitopbsl and his Accomplices _— 
. ſtan 
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ſtand at Stake to maintain their Maſter's 
Action, or hazard their Lives on the brit- 
tle Confidence of the King's Mercy. The 
Breach of a Son's Diſloyalty mayperhaps be 
piec'd up with filial Submiſſion: whereas 

Achitophel's Revolt ſeems to expect no o- 
ther Iſſue but Death or Victory. The 
middle way in Policy is always rejected as 
dangerous ; and the Extreme requires the 
molt deſperate and extreme Attempts. 
Achitophel is not here wanting to himſelf: 
Abſolom muſt yet be: engag'd to a more 
notorious Action, uncapable of Forgive- 
neſs, in which all rat may read his ab- 


ſolute Revolt, and his Father's greateſt In- 


dignation. Abſolom mult be known nei- 
ther to regard nor hope for his Father's 
Reeoncilement. David's Anger mult be 
thought inexorable, as that which Juſtice 


requires, and the Honour of a King com- 


mands. If Abſolow then hopes to wed 
the Throne of Iſrael, he muſt firſt violate 
his Father's Bed: and to this his notort- 
ous AR of Treaſon let him further add 
the Sin of Inceſt; Petty Crimes are the 
Effects of Inferiour Offenders: Alſolom 
muſt be thought as great as him ſelf, as one 
howould play the King as well in his Sins 
2s his Ambition. Nor can this Wicked- 
nes be fate or ſhameful enough, it ſecret. 
P0611 | Se- 
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Secrecy, Which in other Matters com- 


- monly proves the Mother of Security, is 
e here reputed the Nurſe of Danger; and 
e Guilt, which uſually ſhuns the Light, is 
s bhere deſirous of Diſcovery. To fin cloſe- 


ly argues either Fear or Modeſty ; nei- 
ther of which can protect a Rebel, or be- 
come a King. Set 70 4 Tent, ſaid Achito- 
phel, on the Houſe-Top, that all Iſrael may 
witneſs thy Sin, and. thy Father's ſhame ; 
and make the World at once both bluſh 
and wonder, Let thy Brother Ammon ſin 
in a Corner to decline Cenſure; fin Thou 
in Publick, to ſtrike Cenſure ſpeechleſs, and 
outface the ſevereſt Frowns of. Juſtice. 
Let Ammon commit Inceſt with his Siſter; 
go Thou in unto thy Father's Concu- 
dines: what was the Weakneſs of Luſt 
in him, ought to be the Strength of thy 
aſpiring Greatneſs, Thy greateſt Safety 
conſiſts in thy greateſt Villany ; and the 
leaſt bluſh ſeems to betray thy Cauſe to 

Diffidence and Danger. Let Reuben 
treſpaſs with one of his Father's Wives; 
go Thou unto ten of thy Father's Concu- 
bines, that this thy Fact may at once ſur- 
mount both Example and Imitation. 
Then the Hands of all that are with thee 
ſhall be ſtrong : they ſhall ſpeed no worſe 
than Abſolom, and therefore ought to fear 
67 | no 
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no more. To fall with our Captain 
ſeems the leaſt Duty; to riſe with him, 
the greateſt Honour: and who but a 
Coward would fear to hazard the Life 
of a Subject to make a King? Great Dan- 

ers and great Honours begin and end in 
the ſame Circle; nor is the Path ſtrow*'d 
with Violets and Roſes, but Death and 
Slaughter lead the Tents of Victory. 
This was Achitophel's firſt Counſel, as 
dangerous to be declined, as deſperate to 


be executed. But deſperate and extreme 


Purpoſes are engag'd to the like Means; 
and ſincere Honeſty in the Courſe of Po- 
licy, where ſhe finds not her ſelf admitted 


as the chief Miſtreſs, will ſeldom prove a 


t 8 
Upon this Counſel of Achitophel, plot- 


. 


ted by himſelf and acted by Abſolom, 1 
cannot but make theſe two Remarks : 
Firſt, the fulfilling of God's Judgment and 
Nathan's Prophecy, threaten'd before to 
David for his ſinning with Bathſheba, and 


Driab's Murder; For behold, ſays God by 


the Mouth of Nathan, I will raiſe up evil 


againſt thee out of thine own Houſe, and will 


take thy Wives before thine Eyes, and will 


give them unto thy Neighbour ; and he ſhall 


lie with thy Wives in the ſight 7 the Sun: 


for Thoa didſt it ſecretly, but I will do this 


Thing 
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Thing before all Iſrael, and before the Sum. 


| Such is the Wiſdom of Almighty God, 
which can work his Good out of our 


Wickedneſs, and make our unjuſteſt 
Actions the inſtrumental Examples of his 
own Juſtice, Our very Sins, tho falſe 
Trayrors to the Owners, prove truſty 


Executioners of the Divine Judgments ; 


and an eaſy matter it is for the wiſe Diſpo- 
ſer of all worldly Actions, to turn Man's 
greateſt Shame into his greateſt Glory. 


y Secondly, I remark it to be a Maxim in 


worldly Policy, that 4 Sin can ſeldom ſe- 


cure it ſelf but by an Addition of greater. 
Where the Houle is ſwept and garniſh'd, 
and one Devil 1s too little to enter, ſeven. 


Devils greater than himſelf are preſs'd to 
give a freſh Aſſault: ſince there is no way 
left for Sin to propagate its Power, but 
Sin; nor can Truth be ever intreated to 


adventure her (elf as a Pledge for Fall 
hood, or ſtake her Credit for a profeſs'd 


Enemy. Religious Providence and world- 


ly Policy may, I confeſs, ſometimes run 
together, but ſeldom ſhake Hands. The 
Path of the former we find always to be 


one and like it felt, but that of the latter to 


be crooked andvarious,and engag'd to ma- 


ny Difficulties; if ever they chance to meet, 


it is but as in a Point, and ſo they ſoon 


Fe part. 
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part. So that the further we run in this 
Maze of worldly Policy, the further we 
eſtrange our ſelves from Piety ; and the 
Diſtance, which at firſt ſeem'd below the 
Senſes, will at length be found above the 
Underſtanding. Every ponderous Sub- 
ſtance, as Naturaliſts obſerve, the more it 
deſcends, the faſter is the Motion: and 
thus is there no Moment of Space or 
Time, wherein we traverſe the Way of 
Wickedneſs, which adds not ſome 
Weight to the maſſy Burden of our | 
Original Impiety, and haſtens not our 
Paſſage to Perdition. One Sin trys to 
ſecure it ſelf by many, and ſmaller Crimes 
find no ſafe Protection but in the ſhelter 
of greater. Treaſon and Uſurpation 
cannot ſupport themſelves but by the 
Sword of Tyranny ; Malice invokes Re- 
venge to help her, aſſiſted with her Ser- 
vants Murder and Detraction: Ingrati- 
tude will ſoon break into open Defiance, 
and the Neglect of God's Precepts is com- 
monly ſeconded with Contempt; at leaſt 
when all others withdraw their Forces, 
Impudence and Hypocriſy are ſworn to 
back their quarrel : the former of which 
can outface the ſevereſt Cenſure ; the 
latter can blind the Eyes of the ſtricteſt 
Inquiſition. How can we but ay” ob- 

erve 
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ſerve the great Diſtance between Chriſ⸗ 


tian and Worldly Policy. The one coun- 


ſels us to make up the Breach of ourSins 
by a ſincere Repentance; the other, to 
enlarge it with greater Villany. Bina 
not two Sins together, for in one thou ſhalt 
not eſcape unpuniſh'd, ſays the wiſeſt of 
Kings. But theſe Politicians holding 
themſelves to be wiſer than the wiſeſt, 
eſteem Repentance baſe,and Perſeverance 
in Sin generous. Nobler they ſuppoſe it 
to venture on with Danger, than retire 
back with Shame; as if they meant to 


ſhew themſelves induſtriouſly reſolute to 


ſell their part in Heaven, and purchaſe 
their own Damnation. But theſe we muſt 
leave a while to their own Reſolutions ; 
it may be we ſhall find *em again with 
Achitophel, hanging on the Gallows : 
whoſe ſecond and laſt Counſel offers it 
ſelf next to our Examination. — 
Hitherto has it been Achitophel's Care to 
ſtrengthen the Faction; both to ſecure 
himſelf, and unite the Hearts of Iſrael 


more firmly to Ab/o/om their Leader. His 
ſecond Direction concerns the ſpeeding of 
the Execution: Let me now, ſaid Achito- 


phel, chuſe out twelve thouſand Men; and I 
will ariſe and purſue after David this Night, 


and I will come «pon him while he is weary 


D and 


34 - Achitophel K-00, : 
and weak-handed, and make him afraid; and 
all the People which are with him ſhall fly : 
and I will ſmite the Ring only, and I will 
bring batk all the People unto thee ; the Man, 
whom thou ſeekeſt, is as if all returwd : ſo 
all the People ſhall be at Peace, In which 
politick Advice three remarkable Circum. 
ſtances offer themſelves to our Conſide- 
ration: Firſt, it was Achitophel's Deſire as 
well to have his Head in the Conſpiracy, 
as his Hand in the Execution; perhaps 
becauſe he hated David, he was ambiti- 
ous to ſhew himſelf the Executioner of | 
his own Revenge and David's Ruin; per- 
haps he did it out of Vain- glory, that 
he might ſeem as able to act, as wiſe to 
project a Miſchief; perhaps out of an 
officious Flattery, to engage Abſolom's 
Thankfulneſs by a double Service. But 
that which ſeems to me moſt probable, 
was his extreme Jealouſy, not daring to 
truſt ſo Young an Experience with a Mat- 
ter of ſo great moment. Abſolom's Youth 
ſeem'd, it may be, too ſhallow to enter- 
tain the Depth of his DireCtions; his 
Blood too near to outſace the Frowns of a 
Father's Anger ; or the Aweof filial Du- 
ty could not be ſuppos'd a fit Actor in Da- 
via's Tragedy. The hardeſt Iron at the 
firſt Touch ot the Load-ſtone is reduc'd to 
7 nl 
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| its firſt Temper, and conceives a Magne- 


tick Inclination: and why might not Da. 
vid's fiery Aſſault or gracious Counte- 

nance, enforce Nature to return unto her - 

ſelf, and kindle in Rebellious Abſolom 
the Sparks of filial Duty and Obedience ? 
Here may a Man read the State and Con- 
dition of wicked Policy, as expos'd to a 
thouſand Dangers, and ſubject to a thou- 
ſand Jealouſys. Tho ſuch Men as Da. 
mocles at the Table of Diomſius may feed 


their Hopes with the choiceſt Daintys ; 
yet God's fearful Judgments, as a Sword 


pendulous over their Heads, is always 

ready to threaten a Deſtruction. Where- 
fore tis not a good but an evil Conſcience 
that makes Men Cowards. Only he 
who wants Guilt, wants Fear; and no- 
thing but a clear Conſcience can challenge 
true Mother-hood in a courageous Reſo- 


C lution, 


The ſecond Point we obſerve in Achi- 
zophePs Counſel, was a Stratagem of Di- 


| verſion, His Quarrel was not againſt 


the People but David ; accordingly he 
purpos'd to preſerve the Kingdom, but 
deſtroy the King ; and therefore thought. 

it not ſo meet to hew out his Paſſage to 
David's Overthrow thro the Blood of the 
Subjects, as by the King's Forfeit to pur- 
D 1 q, 
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, 
Chaſe them to Abſolom's Obedience. His 
firſt Care was to ſtrike at the Root it 
it ſelf, well knowing that the Branches 
would fall of their own accord; and the 
Peoples Allegiance once dead in David, 
would ſoon quicken again in Abſolom, 
The Strength of Iſrael is ſhut up in the 
Prince's Palace, and the ſame Power 
which Conquers the one is ſoon Maſter 
of the other. This Counſel ſeems to 
partake as well of good as bad. With the 
Death of one to redeem the Lives of ma- 
ny, in the rigorous Laws of Hoſtility, 
ſeems not a Duty, but a great Courteſy: 
bur to el] a King to buy a Kingdom, and 
ftake one Prince for many Subjects, is leſs 
than Courteſy, and more than Cruelty, 
Nor was this Courſe effected by Achi- 
zophel to ſpare the Lives of Innocents, or 
avoid a greater Miſchief ; but that he 
found it an eaſier way to conquer David 
and reduce the People to Abſolom's Juriſ. 
diction. The Good which Politicians 
uſe to pretend, commonly {wells in 
 Shew, but ſhrinks in Subſtance. As 
the Ocean they would ſeem to flow 
in their kindneſfes and embrace us with 
twyning Arms, as the Waves do the 
Continent : but ſeeking to lay hold onꝰ em, 
we commonly find 'em to ebb into no- 
| e thing, 
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thing, and ſnatch back their own with 
ſome Advantage. If they chance to be Au- 
thors of any Good, it only ſerves to flatter 
Opinion and deceive Simplicity; not that 
they love Good, but that they may be 
the better arm'd to work Miſchief, To 
commit Evil for a good End, ſeems to bear 
a better Pretence before Men, than Excuſe 
before God; but to ſuffer or act ſome Good 
for an evil End, is the Height of Man's 


| Wickedneſs, and the Devil's Inſtitution. 


The third and laſt Circumſtance in 4- 
chitophePs Counſel, was by a ſudden and 


unexpected Aſſault to take the beſt ad- 


vantage of his own Strength and David's 
Weakneſs. I will, ſaid he, ſuddenly fall 
on David, while he is weary and weak-hand- 
ed; and the People ſhall fly. To join with 
MensMisfortunes and add toMiſery,ſhews 
rather the Baſeneſs of the Man, than the 
Confidence of the Cauſe; and to ſecond 
God's Afflictions with our own Revenge, 
is a Mark of God's Inſtrument, but the 
Devil's Servant. The Apprehenſion of a 
fit Opportunity is of it ſelf, I own, a matter 
indifferent as well to good as wicked Po- 
licy : yet haſty and unexpected Actions 
do commonly carry with 'em a greater 
ſuſpicion of Guilt, than Diſcretion, as 
that which ſeeks to prevent a Tryal, and 

1 23; fears 
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38 Achitophel. Sc. 
fears Diſcovery. Time, the Father of 
Truth, would doubtleſs have betray'd 
Abſolom's Cauſe to open Examination, and 
reduc'd the diſcontented Commons to their 
fiſt Temper. David might have given 
Satisfaction, and Allegiance have reviyd 
in his Subjects Hearts. Neceſſity, which 
perhaps begot the Effects of ill Govern. 
ment, might bave urg'd the Cauſes ; and 
Reaſon, which at firſt ſeem'd to fawn on 
their Diſcontent, might afterwards be 
taught to correct her Errors, and ſuppreſ; 
their Inſolence. All this Achzrophet knew 
right well, and therefore choſe rather to 
take advantage of the Peoples ſudden Paſ- 
ſion, than their maturer judgment; as 
one, who had good cauſe to ſhun a Le- 
gal Jury, where he could expect no other 
than Loſs inthe final Verdict. 
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Ommon Tenſure has ſtamp'd 
it for a current Proverb, that 17 
is better for a Man to be fortunate 
than miſe. For worldly Wiſ⸗ 
dom, tho ſhe ſeem always to fawn on 


Fortune, yet can never command and but 


ſeldom intreat her Service, It has been 
the Pride and Privilege of that Power, 


which we term Fortune, to beſtow her 


beſt Favours where ſhe finds leaſt Worth, 
to crown Folly and croſs Wiſdom, to 
make Fools happy and the Wiſe unhappy, - 


Like a Queen ſhe is ſuppos d to ſhew her 


D 4 great- 


Fu 


40 Achitophel or, 


greateſt Majeſty in Man's Weakneſs, to 


pity Sloth and envy Induſtry; as being 
moſt jealous leſt human Wit or Endeavors 
ſhould challenge any part in her Prero- 

ative. But he that knows wiſely to ar. 
nee betwixt the Clouds of Pagan Ig- 


norance and the clear Sun-ſhine of Chriſti. 


anity ; betwixt Poetic Fancys, and Pro- 


 phetick Viſions, will find Vulgar Opinion 


miſtaken in the Name, aſcribing that 
tranſcendent Power of diſpoſing worldly 


Actions to a Deity which they call For- 


tune, but which Chriſtian Knowledge 
might have taught em more properly to 
term Providence. And however they 
have extended her large Empire beyond 
their own Reaſon ; Chriſtianity has tra- 
vePd much further, and yet can ſet no 
Limits to her, as that which tranſcends 
into an Infinite, and outreaches the Eye of 


all Diſcovery. And tho no place can 


be found ſo low in the Theatre of Nature 
or civil Actions, in which Providence 
cannot ſhew the abundant Trophys of 
her Magnificence ; yet there dos ſhe de- 


fire to triumph moſt, where to Men ſhe 


ſeems to have leaſt Power. Her chief 


Glory is to ſet up her Enſigns on the Gates 


of Man's Pride, and tread on the Neck of 
worldly Policy. No wonder then that in 
3 1 
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the great Politician Achitophel, in whom 


Loyalty could neither command Reſtraint, 


nor perſwade Duty; whom neither un- 
doubted Valour could check, nor Danger 
terrify; only Providence could challenge 
the Juriſdiction. His Politick Obſervation 
of Abſolom's Diſpoſition and rare Endow- 
ments, deſigning him out as a fit Subject 
for his Treaſon, ſeconded, as I have be- 
fore hinted, by his crafty and irreligious 
Counſel to abuſe David's Concubines, 
had hitherto paſs'd current, and found in 


| Event, as much as it promis'd in ExpeQta- 
tion. Abſalom had hitherto expreſs'd 


himſelf no worſe a Learner, than he a 


Teacher. Inſomuch that the World 


might well doubt, whether the one were 
more happy to project or the other to put 


in Execution. Nothing now ſeems re- 


maining behind, but to ſtrike the laſt 


Stroke, and give the fatal On- ſet. Da- 


vid's Overthrow and Abſolom's Advance» 


ment appear together in Sight; and his 


long and tedious Ambition, as it were 
within a League, arriv'd at the Port of 
Victory: ſo that if Abſolom play not the 
Truant in his laſt Leſſon, within a few 
Hours the Voice of 1/rael muſt needs ſa- 
lute him King. But the Change of a 


good Maſter oftentimes makes a non-pro- 


ficient 
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fictent Scholar: Achitophels Thom x muſt 
be corrected by Huſbai, his ſecond Tutor. 
Two Eyes are preſum d to diſcern more 
than one; and the rugged and uneven 
EKXxnots in our firſt Invention, ought to be 
flil'd by the ſecond. Tho Achitophel in 
Counſel be a Politician, yet Abſolom in 
Ambitionis a King, and theretore may 
arrogate to himſelf as well the Honour of 
the Conqueſt, as of the Scepters. Too - 
much it might ſeem for Achitophel to have 
both ; too little for Abſo/om to have no 
Hand at all in this Kingly Project. If Abo- 
tom dare not truſt his own Advice, yet let 
him ſhew his Liberty of Conſent. Wiſ⸗ 
dom conſiſts as much in Choice as inInven- 
tion; nor dos it ſeem the leaft part of 45. 
ſolom's Prerogative, amidſt divers Coun- 
ſellors, ive himſelf a King. Achito- 
phel ſhall be ſuffer'd to ſpeak his Mind as 
an Aſſiſtant, but not determine Cauſes 
as a Judg ; and therefore muſt pardon Ab- 
ſolom, if approving him in all other Points 
he in this one diſſent. But oftentimes 
he, who can beſt act, can worſt pen 
down his own Part: and therefore no 
wonder, if Abſolom uſurping the Office 
of Achitophel, began to fail in his laſt AR. 
But to leave Abſolom to his headſtrong 
Will, we muſt here ſearch more nearly 
into 
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into the Neglect of Achitophel's Counſel, 
particularly touching the Cauſes of it, and 


their concomitant Circumſtances. The 
Cauſes preceding the Fact we may ob- 
ſerve to be either primary or ſecondary : 


the primary we find to be no other, than 


Almighty God, from whom all other In- 
feriour Agents derive their Strength and 
Action. Where Nature begins and 


Reaſon ends, there muſt we place that 


Omnipotent and Eternal Power, as the 


Center from which all Operations do 
firſt ſpring, and the boundleſs Circum- 
ference into which all Diſcourſes run. 
Betwixt his Eternal and Inferior Agents, 
as the Diſtance knows no Proportion, ſo 


could Reaſon never find Reſiſtance or 


Oppoſition ; and eaſy was it for that Om- 


nipotent Providence, to which Achitophels 
Counſels were from all Eternity diſco- 


ver'd, to decree as well the Means as the 
End of his Defeat. For as in the vaſt 


Frame of Nature, Bodys compar'd one 


with the other, ſeem Heterogeneal, as 
conſiſting of divers and oppoſite Operati- 
ons; yet as ſo many Wheels in an artifici- 
al Engin are by the ſame Hand directed 
to the ſame common Uſe, ſo the Actions 


and Counſels of Men, how ſoever caſual- 


ly they may ſcem to meet, and juſtle _ 
e the 


44 Achitophel ; or, 
the other, yet are preordain'd by the ſame 
infinite Counſel to co-operate to the ſame 
univerſal End. Whence there naturally 
riſes this Obſervation : That howſoever Men 
may propoſe to themſelves, it is only in the 
Power of Almighty God to diſpoſe. A Pro- 
- poſition better known as a Proverb among 
Men, than acknowledg'd in their Practice. 
Yet had the great Politicians of this World 
as much Logicł to judge, as Cunning to 
contrive their own Plots ; they would 
certainly out of the Combination of ſe- 
cond Cauſes, without any reference to 
the firſt, rather ſuſpe& a Fallacy than 
promiſe a Demonſtration, Had they as 
much Acquaintance with God's Word, as 
their own wicked and profane Axioms, 
they would have heard the Lord. often 
threatening in Holy Writ, to ſtagger the 
Counſel of the wicked, and turn the Wiſ- 
dom of the wiſeſt into Folly. Had they 
rather deſir'd to be inſtructed than flat- 
ter d by Experience, they would have 
found in their Profeſſion, inſtead of a few 
crown'd happy, ten thouſand miſcarry in 
the Means. A good Succels, like a {ly Pa- 
raſite, rather ſooths than commends our 
Action; and like a Coy Miſtreſs, proſti- 

tutes her ſelf to Mens Neglect, but frowns 
on their Ambition. But theſe are popular 
1 | b a 
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Arguments, ſubject almoſt to common 
Senſe, in which every vulgar Obſerva- 
tion may claim a ſhare. Should we 
ſearch with more ſubtlety, either as ſound 
Divines. or deep Philoſophers, into the 
myſterious Manner of God's working ; 


we ſhould find no ſmall Argument to be 


drawn from the Diſparity between Di- 
vine Providence and worldly Policy. The 
Plots and Counterplots of Men are uſual- 
ly grounded, either upon open Reſiſtance 
or {ly Diverſion. The one is taught us in 
the Book of Nature, where we read of 
the interchangeable Conqueſt of the Ele- 


ments, in their mutual Conflicts and 


Operations; the other is grounded on Ci 
vil Obſervation as well as Nature, which 
in the ſhorteſt and eaſieſt way common- 
ly finds the ſafeſt Victory. But God's 


Almighty Hand, which never knew Re- 
ſiſtance, nor needs Diverſion, eaſily knows 


how towork its ownEnds,by a ſupernatu- 
ralConcourſe with worldly Agents in their 
moſt affected Projects. The ſame means 
which wicked Men propoſe to themſelves, 
as moſt ſafely conducive to their defir'd 

Ends, he makes inſtrumental to their 
Ruin; that the moſt exact Plot, in 
which human Policy could ever hug her 
own Invention, may ſeem the moſt ex- 
5 quiſite 


46 Achitophel; or, 
quiſite Example of her Shame. Eaſy was 
it for the great King of Heaven and Earth, 
with Thunder and Lightning to have 
daſh'd Abſolom in pieces, and ſcorch'd up 
his Seditious Army; more ealily could 
he have broken the ſubtle Nets of Achito. 

phePspolitick Invention, than Samſon the 

Dhilifines Bands, or an Elephant a Spiders 
Web: but intending rather to make 
them their own Executioners, he ſuffers 
them to run in their own Labyrinth, 
till at length they meet their Ruin. 
What way in Nature could Pharaoh de. 
viſe more exquiſite to increaſe the 
Strength of I/rael, and make them popu- 
Tous, than to tie 'em to their daily Bur- 
dens? Whence could Moſes have better 
deriv'd his Greatneſs in Pharaoh's Court, 
than from the Bulruſh- Cradle floating on 
the Tears of the weeping River? How 
could Pharaoh have fear'd or expected, in 
his own Tyrannous Decree, projected for 
his own Safety and 1/rae!'s Redemption, 
ever to have found Tfrael ranſom'd and 
himſelf ruin'd ? And how little thought 
he that his own Daughter ſhould preſerve 
that as a Cabinet of Pleaſure, which Mo- 
ſes's Mother beftow?d on him as a mourn- 
ful Coffin ? As little thought Joſeph's Bre- 
thren, in ſelling him to the Egyprians, to 
| 5 8 have 
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have purchas'd their own Shame and his 


future Greatneſs. Little thought the Ro- 
nin Emperors, by their raging Perſecuti- 
ons, to have ſownthe Seed of the Church 
inthe Blood of the Martyrs, and to have 
ſeen Chriſtianity moſt triumphant in her 


greateſt Wounds. Little thought Pope 


Leo the Tenth in ſending his Indulgences 
into Germany to have met with ſuch an 
Opportunity, as the Peoples Diſcontent ; 
and that the Hermite Fryzrs Defeat would 
have ſtird up Luther's hot Spirit to give 
ſuch a fatal Blow to his own Greatneſs, 


and ſet his Tyrannous Hierarchy. in ſuch a 


terrible Combuſtion. Such is the infinite 
Wiſdom of Divine Providence, to ordain 

Worldly Policy to afford not only the ap- 
teſt Inſtruments, but the exacteſt Oppor- 
tunitys to deſtroy it ſelf ; and there to de- 
clare our greateſt Weakneſs, where we 
repoſe our greateſt Strength. : 

From this by the way, may we make 
theſe two other Obſervations : Firſt, 
that God in the Prevention of worldly Plots 
and Stratagems commonly ſhews not him- 
ſelf but at the laſt Puſh, and ſeldom diſco- 
vers our Danger, till we ſuppoſe our ſelves 
ſecure, Had his Wiſdom run the Courſe 
of human Policy, he might have prevent- 
ed as well as defeated Achitophel's Deſign ; 
; he 
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he might have ſtir'd up David's Jealouſy 
betimes to have ſhut up Abſolom in Priſon; 
or, according to the prepoſterous Rules of 
the Ottonian Juſtice, might have reward- 
ed his future Treaſon with a preſent Exe- 
cution. Abſo/om might have faild as well 
in the firſt as in the laſt Precept; or at 
leaſt Achitophel might have read in Abſo- 
lom's Diſpoſition his wilful Weakneſs or 
Inconftancy. But God purſues his own 
and not our Glory, as being then 
moſt willing to ſhew his Power, when 
our Hopes or Abilitys can challenge leaſt. 
Secondly, we may obſerve that God ſits 
not as an idle Spectator, but interpoſes hims 
ſelf as a chief Actor on the Theatre of 
worlaly Affairs. It was not only an idle 
but a wicked Dream of Epicurus and his 
Followers, that God, buſy'd in the Con- 
templation of heavenly Matters, gave o- 
ver the Government of the World to 
Chance or Nature; as if he conceiv'd it 
like a Mill or Water-work, which being 
once fram'd by an Artificer, and animated 
by an active Power, works of its own 
Accord, and preſer ves in it ſelf the Prin- 
ciples of Motion and Continuance. Which 
Opinion, for ought I know, might be al- 
ſo faſten'd on our Maſter Axiſtotle, vo 
not only in his Phyſicks ſeems to deny a 
| Pro- 
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Providence: but in the whole Courſe of his 
Philoſophy ſeems to prefer Nature, as a 
Deity,; Whom God ſhould rather ferve 
than command. But here to diſcover my 
Opinion freely, I think our Philoſopher 
miſtake, in dividing one and the ſelf. 
fame Thigg into different Names: to ſe- 
parate God from Nature is to divorce Na- 
ture fromi her ſelf, which ſeems of it ſelf 
abſurd ; but to aſcribe Action and Mo- 
tion to the latter, and appoint the former 
to fit idle as a Spectator, or at leaſt as a 
bete Agent, to ſerve Nature, is yet 
more abſurd, in that it is to ſuppoſe a 
Finite more excellent than' an Infinite : 
which it is ſtrange how ſo great a Wit 
enn RE 
But We out of the Principles of CHI 
ian Philoſophy may eaſily be taught a 
double Concourſe of the Creator with the 
Creature; the one General, which I hold 
to be no other than what we commonly 
term Natare; the other Special, which 
human Ignorance or Adiniration has 
term'd Miracle: nor can Reaſon imagin 
the natural Generation of Things to be 
any other than a continu'd Creation, in 
which God Almighty, according to the 
Aptneſs and Preparation of the Subject, 
daily miniſters new Forms, or 2 
. E the 
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the ſame; which Act Divines term Pre. 
ſervation, For to give a Creature with. 
out God's immediate Concourſe an Abi. 
lity to produce the like or an equal Sub. 
ſtance to it ſelf ; or by its own Power to 


- derive out of that firſt Chaos a new Form 


or Nature, ſeems to me to intrench too far 
on God's Prerogative, I had almoſt ſaid, 
to emulate God in the ſecond Part of his 
77777777 Sr 
hut to leave this Commonwealth of 
Nature to its firſt Inſtitution, and enter 
into the View of human Actions; here we 
ſhall find a more ſpecial Concurrence of 
Divine Providence than in the former: 
' Te-what other Cauſe can we owe the 
miraculous Preſervation of God?s Church, 
which throthe Violence of ſo many Apes 
has preſery'd it ſelf entire, with ſo ſmall 
Number and ſo great an Oppoſition! 
Time, which has ſeen the Riſe and Fall 
olf ſo: many famous Kingdoms, the In. 
vention and Decay of ſo many learned La. 
bours, the Erection and Defacing of fo 
many ſtately Trophys ; Time, which in 
its vaſt Gulf has not only ſwallow'd up 
Antiquity, but for the moſt part envy'd 
her Hiſtory, has yet cheriſh'd in her Bo 
fom this one Darling, and kept a ſure Re- 
giſter of all her Actions. Should I deſcend 
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to particular Examples of God's Coticur- _ 


rence in Man's Actions, I might ſooner 


loſe my (elf than find an End. The moſt 
irreligious Heat hens thro the thick Clouds 
of Ignorance have often ſpy d the Glimpſe 


Gs 


of God's dreadful ee e wap at 
his Thunder; they have felt his Finger in 
their Wounds, and acknowledg'd his 


Strength in their Weakneſs. Nay, ſuch 
| has been the Power of Almighty God; 


that he has expos'd-their own wicked Ac- 


tions as a Table of their Confeſſion, and 
extorted an Acknowledgment of his Vic- 


tory out of their Blaſphemy. Julian that 
wicked Apoſtate, tho as politick to ob- 


ſcure as malicious to oppoſe the Truth of 


Chriſt Jeſus, was yet in the end con- 
ſtrain'd to ſhut up his Tyranny with a 
Viciſti Galilze, Thus do we read of Ma- 
homet the Second, the firſt Emperor of the 


Tarks, that at the Siege of Scodra againſt 
the Chriſtians,in the defence of ſo ſmall a 
City againſt his mighty Army, finding 
God his Enemy, he blaſphemoully ask d 


by way of Exprobration, Whether God 
had not enough to doin Heaven, that he 


* 1 


ſhould interpoſe himſelf in his Affairs oon 


Earth? He that will not deny a God muſt 
of neceſſity grant a Providence; and 
whoever knows himſelf and ſiſts into his 
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own Will and Actions, muſt needs ac- 


| knowledg a Supernatural Power, which 


determins em to act or to ſuſpend theit 
Action. Here might I. proceed to tax 
Pelagius, and his latter Spawn the Jeſuits 
and Arminians, who imagining our Wil 
ro be her own Miſtreſs, have admitted 


God no otherwiſe than as a Servant or Aſ. 


ſiſtant ; as if that Almighty Power was 
not authoriz'd to pre-ordain, but only 
bound to fecond our Converſion, Their 
Salvation they would rather owe to them- 
ſelves than Grace, as if they ſought the 
firſt Cauſe in their own Inclination, and 
expected nothing of God but a Moral 
and ſtrong Perſwaſion. But tho indeed 
they deny a certain and ſpecial Predeſtina. 


tion, yet in words they grant a Preſcience. 


Here would I gladly know of em, whe- 
ther God abſolutely foreſaw Abſolom's In- 
Clination to reject Achitophel or not: if 
they grant the Negative, they deny God's 
Preſcience; if the Affirmative, I demand 


again, whether this Foreſight could imply 


a Neceſſity of Event, or leave Ab/olom to 


his own free Choice? If they hold the 


former, they muſt deny him a Free. will 


to decline to the other Side, which they 


* 
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mightily. endeavour to eſtabliſh ; if the 
latter, they muſt either. acknowledg 
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God's Preſcience to be uncertain, againſt 
the Ground they have already granted, 


or at leaſt affirm that a certain Knowledg 
may be of ſuch Things, as ſhall never 
come to paſs. Here the Jeſuits are better 
provided to ſhift than anſwer; like the ſub- 


tle Sepes to make an Eſcape by troubling 


the Water, and rather than they would 


be thought to know Nothing, they'll ſay 


any Thing. Where the Scripture ſhews 
no fair Countenance and Reaſon faints, 


their Recourſe to School. Subtletys muſt be 
| their only Refuge : but were. there no 


Smith in Iſrael, yet might theſe Phili- 
tines be 1ntreated, to ſharpen our Sword 
to defend our ſelves againſt their Battery. 


God, ſay they, from all Eternity foreſaw 


the Inclination of Man's Free-Will, upon 
which he grounded his Decree of with- 
holding or conferring further Grace. Here 
I muſt ask again, whether God foreſaw it 


in his own Decree,or in the Diſpoſition of 


the ſecond Cauſes? If they aſſent to the 


former, then muſt this Fore-ſight in the 


order of our Underſtanding, not prevent 


but rather ſecond the Decree ; which 
they deny, If they ſtick to the latter, as 
lo; I demand how ſecond 
Cauſes may be ſuppos d to Work, except 
they are predetermin'd and actuated by 
. | E 3 the 
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indeed they do; 
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the firſt ? That ſecond Cauſes work not 
by their own, but their Owners Strength, 
is what they maintain; and to grant an 
Operation not depending upon the firſt 
Agent, would be to ſuppoſe an Inſtru- 
ment to work without a Hand. Again, 
T would ask whether God foreſeeing 4- 
chitophePs Counſel and Abſolom's Inclinati. 
on, had the Power to hinder it or not? 
Tf he had, then was 1t in his Power to 
foreſee what he himſelf could hinder; 
which checks the Certainty of God's 
Knowledg, and involves an apparent 
Contradiction: if he had not, how then 
can we imagin Him Omnipotent, who 
cannot challenge ſo much Power over ſe- 
cond Cauſes, as to turn and divert *em | 
to his own Uſes? Vorſtius and Epiſcopius il: 
found this Argument fo ſtrong againſt ſ: 
em, that to back their former abſurd 
Opinion, they muſt add Blaſphemy ; al. 
lowing Gdd either no Preſcience at all, or 
ſuch as is only uncertajn and conjectural: 
which groſs and impious Notion is, I 
think, enough confuted by the bare na- 
ming of it, But I fear I have ſtay'd here 
too long, becauſe I have far to go 
Wherefore having taken a general Survey 
of the primary Cauſe of Achitophel's De- 
feat, let us now deſcend to the ſecond . 
be es, 
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ſes, which offer themſelves next to our Ob- 
ſervation. e N 
God's Power has expreſt it ſelf legible, 
as well in the Book of Nature as of Grace; 
and natural Agents as they derive their 
Operations from his Strength, ſo are they 
determin'd by his Will, and directed to his 
Glory. Here we find Nature in ſecond 
Agents not ſet againſt her ſelf, tho rais'd 
a Pitch beyond her private Inclination ; 
and the firſt Cauſe without either Need 
or Violence, to entertain the Service of 
the ſecond, Whereupon, before we de- 
ſoend to each particular inferiour Agent, 
we may raiſe one general Obſervation: 
That Almighty God in bringing to paſs 
Miraculous and Great Events, commonly 
admits the Co-operation of ſecond Cauſes. 
'T was undoubtedly as eaſy for that great 
Architect of Nature, who aut of Walt 
and Emptineſs begat a World, to create 
as to command; to cauſe, as to entertain 
the Operation of inferiour Agents. Here 
might Hiſtory ſhew her ſelf prodigal of 
Examples, but never Bankrupt. Every 
Moment in the ordinary Courſe of hu- 
man Actions begets ſome Inſtance or o- 
ther to demonſtrate God's gracious Love 
and Favour to the World; who tho able 
to daſh both Policy and Nature out of 
5 5 ES: _ Coun- 
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 Countenance, yet is pleasꝰd to admin 
as his obedient — But tö ex. 
plain the ſecret Co-operation of God by 
ſecond Cauſes, is a matter which has here- 
tofore ſtagger d Phrloſophers, and puzl 
the Apprehenſion of the ſharpeſt Divine. 
Nevertheleſs fo far forth as the infinite 
Power of God may. difpenſe with Man's 
Enquiry, we may reduce the Manner of 
his Working to certain Heads; to decline 
as much as inus lies theſs two Enemys 
of Conception, Obſcurity and. Confuſſon 
The Action then of God's concurring with 
ſecond Caufes, concerns either the'Begin- 
ning, the Progreſs, or the End of the ſame 
Act. In the Beginning we may call it 
either Poſitive or Negative. The Foſſrire 
conſiſts either in the furtherance or Ain · 
drance of human Actions; both which 
may be either internal or external. The 
internal Promotion or Hindrance is again 
divided into two Acts: for either it con- 
cernsthe ſupport of the Creature, which 
in the firſt Moment is term'd Creation, 
in the Continuance, Preſervation ; or elſe 
the Pre-ordination of the Agent, which 
with our Divines, againſt the Tenet of Ar. 
minis, I dare to call Pre-determination. 
The external is the offering of ſome pre- 
ſent outward Object to the Perception of 


the 
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the Senſe, Will or Underſtanding ;, which 
latter Acts concur as well in God's Hin- 


drance of human Actions: for the ſame 
Almighty Power can at once both pro- 
mote his own and hinder the Counſels of 


Men. The Hindrance is many ways ef- 


fected; for the Impediment is caſt either 
on our Authority, our Power, our Will 
or State. Our Authority of free-work- 
ing is curb'd and reſtrain'd by the Law, 


the Breach whereof is a Sin; as that of 


Adam in Paradiſe, whoſe Liberty could 


not diſpenſe with the taſting of the for- 


bidden Tree. Our natural Power is 
check'd by many intervenient Cauſes : 


Firſt, by cutting off the Agent from Life 


and Being; as, in the Siege of Jeruſalem, 
by ſmiting in one Night an hundred 
four ſcore and five thouſand ; or the bring- 
ing of Elias the Prophet to Ahaziah, by 
the conſuming of fifty Men with Fire 
from Heaven. Secondly, by Detraction 
or Diminution of the Power, as Jeroboam 


was reftrain'd from apprehending the 


Prophet by the drying up of his Hand. 


"Thirdly, by Oppoſition of equal or grea- 


ter Strength, as Vzz1ah was hinder*d by 
Azariah and his fourſcore Prieſts from of- 
fering inthe Temple. Fourthly, by Sub- 
traction or removing of the Object, as 

55 1 Chriſt 
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brit Jeſus fav'd himſelf from the Via. 
tence of the Jews, and the Tribune ſav'd 
St. Paul from the Conſpiracy. An Im- 
pediment may be caſt on our Will either 
by God's predetermining Power, which 
_ againſt Arminius we have formerly main- 
tali d, or by ſome outward perſwaſive Ar- 
gument. The Arguments by which he 
diſſwades our Will from commencing any 
Action, are uſually drawn from the To- 
picks either of ſeeming Impoſſibility and 
apparent Difficulty, or of Unpleaſantneſs, 
Loſs and Diſhonour. By the firſt, for a 
while the Scribes and Phariſees were re- 
ſtrain'd from offering Violence to our Sa- 
viour; becauſe they knew that the Peo- 
ple took him for a Prophet. And thus 
God heretofore ſet a Bar bet wixt his own 
People and the Idolatrous Mraelites, leſt 
they ſhould traffick as well in Sins as Fa- 
miliarity. By the ſecond, Joſeph's Brethren 
_ were diverted from the Murder of him, 
becauſe a milder Courſe ſeem'd to ſerve 
their Purpoſe. By the third and laſt, Jo- 
feph was diſſwaded from Adultery with 
Potiphar's Wite, and David from touch- 
ing the Lord's Anointed. An Obſtacle 
may be caſt on the Act it ſelf two ſeveral 
Ways: either by taking away the Ob- 
ject, which with ſome we have reduc'd 
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to the Impediment of Power ; or by diſ- 
abling the Ioflux and Power of the Agent 
in reference to the Patient, of which we 
have an Example in the three Children 
unconſum'd in the fiery Furnace. The 
Negative Act of God's concurring in Per- 
miſſion is quite oppoſite to the other, and 
therefore ought to be ſquar'd by the ſame 
DiſtinQion : for, as Lagicians teach us, 
Oppoſites ought to ſuffer the ſame Divi- 
ſion. Only from hence we muſt except 
the Impediment caſt on our Actions by 
the Law or Authority; for otherwiſe 
would there follow an apparent Contra- 
dition, that the ſame Act ſhould be a 
Sin and yet no Sin: a Sin, as it is forbid- 
den by the Law; and yet no Sin, as it is 
permitted by the ſame Power. The 
aforeſaid Acts of God's Concurrence ſeem 
to prevent and precede the Action of an 
inferiour Agent. In the Action it ſelf 
we may find two ſpeeial Acts: the one 
an actual Determination of the Agent to 
the Object, the other a Direction to the 
End. An Inſtance of the former we 
have in Herod's Cruelty upon the Chil. 
dren, which was diverted from our Sa- 
viour by the Subſtitution of another Ob- 
jet; of the latter in King Ahaſuerus, 
who, amidft the Spoils of ſo many Vir- 
IT e gin 


do Achitophel; or, 
gin Concubines, lighted on Eſther, whorg 
Providence had marked out to be the Pre- 
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quifite Means of our Salvation, But J 
have almoſt loſt my ſelf in this Labyrinth, 
where tho Philoſophy ſeems to have 
taught an Entrance in, yet T heology never 
difcoyer*d a Paſſage out; as that which 
begins with Man's ſmalleſt Knowledge 
and in his greateft Ignorance, Hence 
are we taught, not ſo far to truſt to God's 
Providence as to neglect the ordinary 
Means which he offers to our Induſtry or 
Obſervation. Hezekiah, tho he had al- 
ready receiv'd, under God's own Hand 
and Seal, an additional Leaſe of fifteen 
Years to the Date of Lite when al- 
moſt expir'd, yet neglected neither the 
Prophet*s Counſel nor the Help of his P- 
ſicians. And David in this Place, a Man 
after God's own Heart, and confident of 
his Protection, yet has preſent recourſe 
to {ſecond Cauſes, 4s pre-ordain'd of God 
for AchitophePs Defeat and his own Deli- 
"0 | > very. 
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very. Which ſecond Cauſes come next to 
be trac'd out, and may be reduc'd to theſe 
Heads: the impulſive, and the inſtrumen- 
tal. The impulſive Cauſe, which moy'd 
God to defeat Achitophel's Counſel, fo far, 
as according to the Language of Men we 
may ſpeak of God, was David's Ptay- 
er, by which he beſoupht him to confound 
the Counſel of Achitophel his profeſs'd 
Enemy. The good uſe of Prayer among 
devout and pious Men, has always been 
eſteemꝰd both our firſt and laſt Remedy 
in our greateſt Dangers, as being the ſu- 
reſt Key which opens and ſhuts the 
Door of God's ſecret Cloſet. When our 
Friends ſhrink from us, and all worldly 
Stratagems are out of fight ; when Dan- 
gers prefent their Gorgon- Faces as hideous 
as our Fears, and Death ſtands at our El- 
bow to ſummon our Appearance at the 
laſt Arraignment; only Prayer is left as a 
gracious Orator and an effective Advocate. 
Tho Achitophel in Wit and Induſtry 
would ſhew himſelf a Politician, yet 
David in Sanctity muſt expreſs himſelf a 
Prophet: and 8 Abſolom's Hopes are 
grounded on his worldly Strength, yet 
David's Strength is built on God's Protee- 
tion. Nor in his ſacred Ejaculation, by 
Which he addreſs'd himſelf to God's * 

an 
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and Mercy, was his Deſire untutor'd or 
his Devotion ignorant: he knew to whom 
he ſpake, and obſerv'd a Diſtance; as fear. 
ing leſt his religious Zeal might ſeem un- 
mannerly, if unſeaſonable. For the 
greateſt Offices are commonly ſubject to 
the greateſt Soleciſms; and Prayer, the 
truſtieſt Meſſenger of Devotion, if not 
well directed or acquainted with her Em. 
baſſy, may ſoon degenerate into Super- 
| ſition. But ſo well inſtructed was D 
vid in his Religious Courtſhip, as if the 
End of his Suit had been the Inſtitution of 
others, and his Example were to be our 
Rule. Whether we reſpect the Author, 
the End, Object, Time or Form of his 
earneſt Petition, we ſhall find him as dif- 
creet as he was religious, as owing his 
Oraizons no leſs to Knowledg than De- 
votion. Firſt we find his Prayer to be 
neither ignorant nor hypocritical : but, as 
proceeding from a generous and uncor- 
rupted Heart, uſher'd in by Sincerity 
and accompany'd with Contrition. He 
meaſur'd his Meditations rather by 
Weight than Number; he was not 
taught as a Popiſh Penitentiary to count his 
Beads inſtead of his Prayers, and make his 
Fingers Intelligencers to his Faith. He 
knew not ſo much Complement as the 
8 Devil's 
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Devil's formal Courtiers, who defire as 
little to be believed of God as under- 
flood of Men; and efteem Prayer to be 
rather a decent Formality, than a Religi- 
ous Exerciſe. Secondly, the End of his 
Prayer was no other than the Preſerva- 
tion of his People, and his own Defence, 
nor even in his own Defence did he feek 
Revenge, but Juſtice: his Prayer was 
not directed againſt the Perſon but the 
Sin; nor did his Deſire, for ought I ſee, 
ſo much tend to the Ruin of Achitophet, 
as tothe Diverſion of his Policy. Taræ, 
ſays he, the Wiſdom of Achitophel into 
Folly, We find not in this Form the af- 
fected Curſes of the Romiſh Synagogue, 
which raving SHimei then dodging him in 
his way, might as eaſily have taught, as 
David ſuffer d. But the Pope may per- 
haps command what David never durſt 
intreat of God; and what is a King and 
Prophet to Chriſt's univerſal Vicar, or Da. 
vid's Prerogative to his Supremacy ? 


Too much might it be thought for Davida Y 


to banne or excommunicate a graceleſs 

Son or a Rebellious Subject: yet may it 

perhaps ſeem too little for Peter's Succeſ- 

ſor, in whoſe Hands are the Keys of 

| Heaven, Hell and Purgatory, to ſhut and 

open at his pleaſure, Indeed Iam loth - 
. e - "nl 
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jeſt in earneſt, or turn a ſerious Blaſphemy 
into a pleaſant Irony: but nothing mocks 
us more than our ſhameful Actions, and 
the ſame Power, which turns human 
Wiſdom into Folly, makes it to Men 
ridiculous. To bewail Folly with Hera. 
clitus, argues Charity: but to laugh at it 
with Democritres, cannot be interpreted 
Sin, but Juſtice. Thirdly, the Object, 
to which David's Prayer was directed, 
Was no other than God himſelf, as one 
beſt acquainted with his Neceſſity, and 
moſt able to relieve him. Had he been 
taught the Cotnplement of our Roman 
Courtiers, or the Religious Myſterys of 
Popery, he might have n God's 
Ears before by the Mediation of ſome 
Saint, or at leaſt have made Proviſion of 
ſome inchanted Relick to preſerve him 
ſafe from Danger. The holy Legend, 
had he liv'd in theſe riper Times, might 
dvubtleſs have inſtructed him in the par- 
ticular Offices of each Saint, as well as 
the antient Roman Records in the Pre- 
rogative of each inferiour Deity. 4 
thouſand to one, but ſome humble St. 
Francis would have been ſingl'd out to 
deliver his Petition; or ſome charitable 
St. Thomas Becket, who could not deny a 
Parrot his Aſſiſtance, would have been 
—_ mov*d 
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i inov'd with the Petition of a King. But 
David, it ſeems, better knew the King 
| Þ himſelf, than theſe his Courtiers, and 
therefore neglecting theſe inferior Officers, 
preſents his Suit to no other but God him- 
ſelf; whom nevertheleſs he found, if we 
believe the Scriptures, eafy enough to hear 
his Prayer, and grant his Requeſt. Fourth- 
ly, the Time and Opportunity of his Pray- 
er cannot but miniſter ſomewhat to Ob- 
ſervation. He defer'd not his Petition, 
like a Malefactor on the Gibbet, or a pro- 
tane Seaman in Perplexity, to the laſt Ex- 
tremity : but he begins, where deſperate 
ind careleſs Sinners would at leaſt de- 
ſire to end. No ſooner had Fame, as a 
ſwift Pur ſivant, overtaken Achitophel in 
his Revolt, but he makes his Recourſe 
to Almighty God, as very well knowing 
that it was his Property rather to com- 
mand than obey Deſtiny. The ſame 
Hand of Vengeance, which by Moſés's 
Intreaty was reſtrain'd from the Over- 
throw of the Tdolatrous I/raelites, and by 
à general Prayer and Repentance from 
the Deſolation of Niniveh, he could not 
imagin either ſlack or impotent in rhe de- 
feat of his Enemys, or in the defence of 
his faithful Servant. Fifthly, we obſerve 
his Prayer to be ſhort and pithy, not 


* 


tedi- 
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tedious and impertinent; as thinking it 
meeter that his Heart ſhould dictate to 
his Tongue, than his Tongue interpret to 
his Heart. His Prayer was not crude 


and unconcocted, abounding with as ma. 


ny Tawtologys as Words; but ſeaſonable 
and pathetick, expreſſing no leſs than his 
earneſt Deſire, and directed no further 
than the preſent Purpoſe, Here, as our 
Saviour in the Goſpel heretofore tax'd the 
Phariſees -of long and tedious Babling, 
might I proceed to reprehend ſome Pi. 
riſees of our Time, were I ſure to be 
my own Interpreter. But I very much 
fear, leſt thro the ſides of a few factious 
Enthuſiaſtick Spirits, I ſhould be ſuſpect. 
ed to wound Religion. The Sixth and 
laſt Circumſtance in Davia's Prayer was, 
that it proceeded from him Extempore, 
as beſt ſuting with an extemporary and 
ſudden Accident. Hence our modern 
Maſs Prieſts might have been taught a 
more profitable Act of Prayer, than the 
Sale of ſet Liturgys for all occaſions. No 
human Invention could ever prove ſo in- 
finite, as to ſift the 'preciſe Corners of 
every Man's Conſcience : nor is it in the 
Wit of Man but God, to dictate a preſent 
Form for all future Accidents, and pre- 
fcribe a ſpecial Antidote againſt all Temp- 


tations, 


6 ve ſecond Cauſe of Aschitapiel 8 Defeat. 
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tations. Herein commonly the Phyſician 
ſhews himſelf no ſooner than the Diſeaſe, 
as one who would have us depend rather 
on his preſent Favour, than our premedi- 
tated Counſel ; and in ſuch Cafes I take 
that of our Saviour, I ſhall be given you 
at that Hour, to be underſtood. Not- 
withſtanding, from this or other the like 
ejaculatory Prayers, warranted by Scrip- 
ture and practis d by holy Men, little 
ground a Argument can the Browni/ts 
and Fapaticks take for their Opinion, who 
admitting no diſtinction betwixt pub- 
lick and private Prayer, would have all 
to proceed from an extemporary and ſud- 
den Meditation, as if God could not as 
well direct our Studys as ſtrengthen our 
Delivery; and there were not a Place as 
well for Attention to follow, as for Inven- 
tion to dictate in our Devotion. For the 
Confutation of which unwarrantable In- 
duſtry, we need go no further than our 
Saviour's own Example, who preſcrib'd 
us a ſet Form of Prayer; or David's at 
leaſt, of whom we now ſpeak, and who 
has left behind him ſo many ſweet and 
Divine Meditations as a Teſtimony. of his 
Sanctity, and a Pattern for our Imitation. 
Thus far have I diſcours'd of the impul- 


The 
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The Inſtrumental Cauſes, to which my 
Method is in the next place engag'd, ei. 
ther concern the immediate Prevention of 
Achitophel's Deſign, or the Diſcovery of 
it to David and his Army. The former, 
conſiſting of Huſhais Loyalty and Ab. 
ſolom's Weakneſs, diſcovers to us-as well 
the Character of a truſty Subject, prefer. 
ring his King's Safety before his ownAmbi- 
tion; as of an unexperienc'd young Prince, 
more willing to hearken to the Voice of 
Flattery, than wiſe Direction. The lat. 
ter ſhews God's Power in the weak Sim. 
plicity of a filly Maid, the Inſtrument of 
this Diſcovery ; which Points I'ſhall now 
briefly touch at. ee is 
As much as the Dignity of a King 
tranſcends the Subject, ſo great is the Ob- 
ligation of a Subject to his King: nor is 
the Duty leſs, which we owe to the Safe- 
of our Sovereign, than the Safety 
Which we our ſelves challenge in his Pro- 
tection, as the Center next under God, 
from which we derive our Honours, and 
to which we owe our Services. Huſhai, 
David's truſty Servant, was not ignorant 


of this Duty, nor was his Knowledg bet- 


ter tutour*d than his Induſtry, The 
ſame Hand of Kingly Munificence, which 
diſpensꝰ'd him his Honours, pointed out to 
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him the Lines of his obliged Loyalty : nor 
was he more ſlack to obey, than David 
to command. Return into the City, ſaid 
David to Huſhai, and ſay unto Abſolom, 
Iwill be thy Servant, O King, as have 
been thy Fathers Servant; ſo ſhalt thou de- 
feat the Counſel of Achitophel. Almigh- 
ty God, who formerly heard Davids 
Prayer, directed his Advice and Huſbai's 
induſtrious Loyalty. In undertaking 
which Deſign we ſhall find David bleſs d 
in ſo 3 a Servant, and Huſhai wor- 
thy of ſo good a Maſter; whoſe Conduct 
of ſo dangerous a Buſineſs, in ſo honeſt and 
diſcreet a Way, ſeems to copy out to us 
all the Offices of an hoxeſt Politician. In 
the firſt place we find his Obedience and 
Reſolution, neither ſhrinking from the 
awful Looks of Danger, nor forteiting his 
Maſter*s Truſt. The Apprehenſion of an 
unexpected Friend or reconcil'd Enemy, 
might have betray'd his Errand to watch- 
ful Jealouſy : Suſpicion might have calPd 
his very Looks to examination ; and guilty 
Fear, the Child of Treaſon, might have de- 
liver'd him over as a Spy to preſent Exe- 
cution, Achitophel's deep Inſight in State- 
affairs, and Abſolow?s Confidence in his Ora- 
culous Advice, might have either ſounded 
his Diſpoſition, or daſh'd his Counſel * 
„ "T0 . 
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of countenance ; and then ſhould he find 
his beſt Service rewarded either with 
Death or Torture: at leaſt had his Mef- 
ſage met the beſt Succeſs, and ranſom'd his 
| Maſter David from ſo imminent a Con- 
ſpiracy; yet, according to the Rules of 
worldly Policy, he could not ſuppoſe e. 
'ven Alem Jealouſy more dangerous 
than Davia's Obligation. Princes un wil. 
lingly owe ſuch Courteſys as are greater 
than themſelves, and commonly prefer a 
bankrupt Debtor before an over: deſer ving 
Creditor; as if the very ſight or remem- 
brance of a beneficial Friend ſhould ſeem 
a perpetual Exprobration of Ingratitude, 
It is counted a leſs Diſparagement among 
worldly Tyrants to want Juſtice than 
Power : not to be thought able to requite, 
than willing to offend. Theſe Objections 
urp'd to Haſbai's likely Conjecture and 
politick Obſervation, might ealily have 
check'd his Forwardnefs in David's Ser. 
vice, and ſtrangl'd his Reſolution in the 
very Birth. But he out of a clear and 
courageous Spirit neither fears an Enemy, 

nor ſuſpects a Friend; nor dos he ſeek his 
Duty abroad in other Mens, Forecaſts, 
which he might find at home in his own 
Boſom. In the ſecond place we may ob- 
[18+ es. lab a ſerve 
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ſerve his truſty Love to his Maſter Da- 
vid. Occaſion might here ſeem to ſmile 
on his Advancement; and Abſolum's grow- 
ing Fortunes, like the riſing Sun, might 
have tempted his Ambition. David 
ſeems ready to depart, and Abſolom to en- 
ter the Scene of Life and Sovereignty : 
Whoin point of Policy would not rather 
chooſe. to have his Fortunes live in Abſo- 
lom, than die in David? To havebetray'd 
the Father's Truſt, might have engag'd 
the Son's Affection; and to raiſe himſelf a 
Fortune out of his Maſter's Ruin, tho the 
greateſt Breach in the Laws of Loyalty, 
yet had feem'd one of the chiefeſt Max- 
ims in the Art of Policy. However he, 
as a faithful Subject, reſpects not what 
he might, but what he ought to do; not 
ſo much what Occaſion might offer, as 


what Religion might be known to juſtify; 


as one, who would rather owe his Miſ- 
ſortunes to his truſty Service, than his 
Preferment to diſhoneſt Treachery. 
Thirdly, we may note his Secrecy and 
Diſcretion in managing ſo great, ſo dan- 
gerous a Project. He invaded not the 
young Prince's Bars with a ſudden and 
unexpected Onſet ; or, like an intruding 
Buſy-body, ſhew'd himſelf more offici- 
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ous than wiſe, to outrun the Goal and let 
flip before occaſion. He did not prevent 
but expeCt his Opportunity and ſuffer'd 
Ab ſolom to ask before he thought it pto- 
per to give his Counſel : that Ab/olom 
might ſeem more indebted to Huſbaiss 
Wiſdom, than Huſhai to Abſolom's Ap. 
probation. Nor in his Advice did FHuſha 
ſhew bimſelf factious or unmannerly; 
he ſeem'd only to diſlike Achitophel's Di. 
rection in this one Deſign, but not with- 
out a ſilent: Acknowledgment of his for- 
mer Wiſdom. %e- Counſel, ſald he, 
which Achitophel has given at this Lime i 
not good. The Advantage of AchitopheP 
Reputation among thoſe that had try'd 
his Policy, and of the Peoples Prejudice at 
ſuch as ſhould think or ſpeak the con- 
trary, taught Huſbal's Diſeretion to diſ- 
approve rather the Counſel thanthe Coun- 
ſellor, and mitigate his Diſſent with ſome 
Colour of former Approbation. This 
Deſign, inſpir'd by God himſelf, directed 
by David, and practis'diby Huſhai, ſeems 
to give warrant to this Obſervation : 
That there is as well a good às an evil Policy; 
as well an honeſt and diſereet Conveyance 
of our Actions, grounded on Religion, as 
an indirect Proceetibgy/ ihgag'd to un- 
Wwarranted and unlawtul Methods. He 
VVV 
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that would have us be innocent as Doves, 


has alſo taught us to be wiſe as Serpents: 


and he that diſpenſes to us the Means to 
atchieve our Ends, permits us alſo the 
propereſt and beſt Direction. But how 
preciſely to divide betwixt an honeſt Pro- 
vidence and an unlawful Policy; neither 
on the one ſide to violate God's Precepts, 
nor on the other to negle&> our own 
Right,ſeems a Matter as curious todeter- 
mine as.necefſary to underſtand; To be 
at once God's Servant and the Times, 
ſeems incompatible, eſpecially in ſuch a 


diſorderly Mixture of human Act ions; in 


which, as Bodin would counſel us, it 
behoves a wiſe Man to ſhew himſelf as 
various as the Seaſon. - We cannot com- 


mand; but only obey Occaſion. The 
Means and Opportunitys, of which Statel- 


men take advantage 1a defeating their 
Oppoſites, are rather found than choſen; 
and the Manner and Direction of our Pro- 
jects is rather preſcribꝰd to us by Art, than 


Skill: inaſmuch as its Cauſality depends 


not on our Will but Obſervation. How - 
ever I think, that between the Iniquity 


of our Times and the ſtrictneſs of a good 


Conſcience, a ſpace is left wide enough to 
give dar, x to a religious and wiſe Diſ- 
cretion; and by how much thePlots of Men 
org: | and 
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and Changes of State ſeem more dange- 
rous to godly Men, by ſo much is their 
Care and Providence in declining the 
Sim ros af the wicked the better warranted. 
For God condemns in us, as well the 
Neglect of our Care as of his Providence; 


as One, whoſe Wiſdom ſeldom works 


vmhout, but commonly with and in our 
Iaduſ tte. 10 20 

The ſecond Inftrumental Cauſe, which 
he ws it ſelf in the Privation of Achirophel's 
Counſel, was found in Abſalom's Inclina- 
tion. Achitophel's Projects having long 
ſince paſs'd the firſt Conception, are now 


come to the very Birth: hut Abſolom's 


unexperienc'd Youth, as an unskilful 


Midwiſe, made 'em abortive in the De- 


livery. The Ground of his Error I can 
interpret to be no other than the uſual 
Diſeaſe of Princes, who had rather be 
ſooth'd than advis'd; and have Ears more 


open to the Tongue of Flattery, than 
pliant to the Heart of Loyalty. Flatte- 


ry was very well term'd by Tacitus, the 


old Sickneſs of the Roman Common- 
wealth; and the Love of Flattery, the 
Stain and Blemiſh of the wiſeſt Emperors, 
They, whom neither the Sword could 
conquer,nbr Treaſon undermine ; whom 
neither Pleaſure could allure, nor Riches 
Bern = per- 
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perſwade, nor Greatneſs tempt to the 
leaſt Diſhonour, only Flattery could 
bring into Subjection. For, as ſelf- Love, 
the Object of Flattery, is moſt univerſal, 
and no where excluded human Nature: 
ſo Adulation every where finds occaſion 
to enter without a Reſiſtance or Impeach- 
ment. And whereas all other Vices are 
countermanded and check'd by their con- 
trary Vertues, this one ſeems to chal- 
lenge a Prerogative above Virtue her ſelf, 
in that ſhe finds acceptance among her 
Enemys, and grows ſtronger by Oppoſiti- 
on, No wonder then if Abſolom's youth» 
ful Weakneſs, unable to bear the Siege 
of ſo puiſſant a Beleaguer, revolted, if I 
may ſo ſpeak, from Achitophel's irreligious 
Loyalty, and yielded to Haſbai's pious Flat- 
tery. Huſhai's adulatory Counſel we 
may obſerve to conſiſt in three ſpecial 
Circumſtances : Firſt, that he perſwad- 
ed him to enter the Field in his own Per- 
| ſon, and make himſelf the Owner, as well 
of the Victory as the Sovereignty ; as tho 
it ſeem'd a matter not becoming the 
Greatneſs of a King to owe the Honour of 
his Scepters to the Valour of a Servant. 
Secondly, in his Advice he feem'd more 
firmly opinionated of the Peoples Love, 
and Abſolom's popular Eſtimation. What 

L we 
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we defire we eaſily believe; nor do we 
prize our Perfections dearer in themſelves, 
than in the Admiration of others. Our 
Vertues never pleaſe us better, than 
when by Reflection they ſeem increasd 
in the Glaſs of vylgar Opinion. Sopho. 
cles the Tra: gedian ſhall not be fo well ac- 
cepted in gelding Mens Manners as in- 
deed they were; as Euripides, who de- 
ſeribd *em as they ought to be. More 
Honour found Homer in expreſſing Mens 
Manners to the beſt, than Hegemon in do- 
ing em to the wor {t. And however the 
Wo famous Painters, Panſon in limning 
aut the moſt deform'd, and Cleophon the 
moſt ſemblable and lively Pictures, ex- 
preſsd in their Work as much Art as In- 
duſtry; yet whoever with Polygnotus can 
fo dextrouſly handle his Pencil as to paint 
out Mens beft Parts beyond Truth and Rea- 
lit, will eafily purchaſe rhe Reputation 
of the rareſt Workmanſhip. Thirdly, 
FHluſbal's Counſel ſeem'd more to aim at 
Abjolom's Honour and Magnificence, in 
that he perſwaded him to oppoſe his Fa- 
ther Devidrather by open Strength than 
— Policy. For Abſolom to 
have intrap his Father by a fecret Am- 
buſh, had been term'd rather a Treaſon 
chain 1 ViR6ry': and by! how much 00 
Fiel 
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Field is more ample than the Cloſet, by ſo 
much dos a clancular Conſpiracy ſeem inſe- 
rior to an open Oppoſition. To ſcrew him- 
ſelf into his Father's Kingdom by cunning 
Engins might derogate from his Valour, 
and obſcure the Glory of the Conqueſt. 
A pitch'd Field would be thought the beſt 
Scene for Honour to diſplay her Enſigns 
on; and the Sword, the moſt graceful 
Actor. Theſe. flattering Suggeſtions of 
Huſbai, however prejudicial to Abſolom's 
Deſign, yet had the advantage of Achi- 
tophel's well. weigh'd Policy. For as fick 
and ſqueamiſh Stomachs had rather their 
Appetite than judgment ſhould umpire 
their Deſires, affecting for the time ra- 
ther to be pleas'd than profited: fo Ha- 
ſhai's Advice, temper'd and ſeaſon'd, as it 
ſeems, to Abſolom's vainglorious and am- 
bitious Humour, was as ſoon ſwallow'd 
as ſuggeſted. From which Example 
practis'd by Huſbai, and parallel'd by the 
like Inſtances in all Times and Hiſtorys, 
will riſe this Obſervation : That Flattery 2 
the moſt dangerous and exquiſite Policy; 
a Propoſition requiring no other Confir- 
mation than common, Practice, wherein 
we eſteem thoſe Axioms eſtabliſh'd as the 
moſt undoubted Truths, which by or- 
dinary Experience are found — 

IS by 
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ful. A happy Succeſs is that, which 
crowns our Actions: nor is our natural 
Knowledg more indebted to ſenſible Ex- 
periment, than our Politicks to civil Ob- 
ſervation, Hence an ordinary Path ſeems 
to be trodden out by Policy to all Prefer. 
ments, thro the back-Door of Adulation, 
which is open to every baſeand undeſery. 
ing Paraſite : while Deſert, waiting far a 
Turn at the Fore-Gate, may ſtand and 
freeze &er it obtain Admiſſion, and pine 
away in fruitleſs Expectation, No won. 
der then if Flattery, which ſome have 
term'd the eighth liberal Science, has 
otten the ſtart of the other Seven, having 
been try'd to be the moſt compendious 
and ready way to all Advancement ; or 
at leaſt one, to whom all other Profeſſions 
owe their Grace, and direct their Service. 
The curious Workmanſhip of Artificers, 
the ſubtle Nets and pleaſant Whimſys of 
Philoſophers, the hir d Voice of Lawyers, 
the ſugar d Medicines of Phyſ{{cians, the 
oily Tongues of Courtiers, the ſcraping 
Legs of Peaſants, nay I might add, the ſet 
= Gravity of Divines, ſeem all to 
be Corrivals in courting this proud My- 
treſs, and proſtituting their Service to A- 
dulation: And that we mayn't wonder 
bow ſhecan at once ſute theſe ſeveral Ad- 
Ik 5 | mirers, 


De wicked Politician, 79 
mirers, ſhe, like Proteus, can change 
her Shape, and adapt her Dreſs to their va- 
rious Intereſts; for ſhe is not always 
cloth*d in the ſame Weeds or Colours; 
ſhe can put on black as well as white : in 
the Seat of Juſtice ſhe can ſhew her {elf 
in Purple, in the Courts of Princes ſhe can 
ſtrut in Silks, and too often, Pm afraid, 
in the chief Poſts of the Church can 
ſhroud it ſelf in Lawn or Scarlet. But 
here I dare not look any more abroad, 
left I ſhould ſpy Flattery diſpenſing Of- 
fices, conferring Dignitys, conniving at 
Offences, violating Privileges, debaſing 
Worth, diſgracing Learning and under- 
mining Honeſty. Wherefore with Vo- 
ab's two modeſt Sons I on. purpoſe look 
awry from all this, and go backwards; 
that I may not even ſee what 1 have no 
Hands to hide, no Brow to juſtify : el- 
pecially conſidering, that ſhould I with 
Actæon wander in fo wide a Foreſt, my 
unwary Eye-ſight might unhappily glance 
on Diana naked, and make it ſelf guilty as 
well of Danger as Obſervation, But O 
that Flattery, ſince it is plain ſhe bas this 
mighty ſway, would be taught by Hu- 
ſhai her | belt Office, which is to promote 
the Common Good and the N 
Preſervation ! fo ſhould we never fear 


that 
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that Cenſure, which Tacitus gives of the Ro. 
man Senators under Tiberius; that they am- 
bitiouſly ſtood up in the Senate, and ſtrove 
to outvie each other in ſervile Baſeneſs, 
Much leſs ſhould we deſerve to be laugh'd 
at with thoſe Thebans, who, as we read 
in Juſtin, fawning too much on Philip's 
Greatneſs, bought their new Protection 
with the Loſs of their antient Liber. 
ty. En 


But diſmiſſing this Topick, I now 
proceed to the Inſtrument of the Diſ- 
cCcovery. Almighty God, in bringing 
about Matters of the greateſt Moment, 
rather makes than finds the fitteſt Inſtru- 
ments, as being more willing that the Sub- 
ject ſhould be indebted to his Choice, 
than his Choice to our Eſtimation. He, 
to whom it was as eaſy to create as to 
ſuborn a Creature, could a well give as 
take occaſion ; and for his Sacred Purpoſe 
could as ſoon fortify the weakeſt as ſingle 
out the ſtrongeſt. Achitophel's politick 
Advice ſuggeſted to Abſolom, defeated by 
Huſhai, communicated to Tec and 
Abiathar the Prieſts, is at length diſco- 
ver d to David's Servants by a Woman; 
a filly Maid, whoſeunexperienc'd Youth, 
unable Sex, and meaner Eſtate, could 
expreſs no other Character than Weak: 
ET. 8 neſs; 


pro 
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heſs, is notwithſtanding deſign'd out by 
God, as the choiceſt Inſtrument for ſecu- 
ring the State of A a King's Deli- 
very. The rareſt Workmanſhip is com- 
mended as much by the worſt as by the 
beſt Inſtruments ; and it is God's frequent. 
Practice (to ſpeak with the. Apoſtle ) 
to wake kyown the Riches of his Glory on 
the Veſſels of his Mercy. Our Saviour 
Chriſt, to whom all the Emperors and 
Kings of the Earth ow'd Obſervance, 
whoſe leaſt Alliance could have royal- 
liz?d the baſeſt Family, was pleas'd not- 
withſtanding, as an Inmate, to make 
himſelf a Paſſage into this World thro 
Mary's noglected Womb. His Cradle 
was no better than a Crib, and his firſt Eu- 
tertainment no higher than Joſeph's For- 
tunes. And to that of his Birth agreed 
the Meanneſs of his Lite and Actions: 
be might have breath*d in the Air of ſome 
Princes Court a Kingly Education, or 
committed the Tuition of his Youth to 
the Inſtitution of Learned Doctors. Rome 
was then in her Pride, and ſet the Foot of 
her nificence on the Neck of the 
Nations. Athens, the Mother 
of the Grecian Wiſdom, had long ſince 
triumpb'd in her fruitful and glorious | 
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Offspring. And the Scribes and Doctors 
at Jeruſalem ſitting in Moſes Chair, could 
have challeng'd a Right beyond the 
Delphick Oracle, Yet do we find neither 
his Knowledg father'd by the moſt famous 
Teachers, nor his Manners indebted to 
the ſevereſt Inſtitution. The Shop of a 
Mechanick ſeem'd his firſt Academy; 
The Publicans and Sinners were his 
familiar Hoſts and Friends; and the 
poor Fiſhermen returning from their 
broken Nets, were admitted into the 
Number of his choice Diſciples. 

Hence may we Chriſtians learn, not 
to repoſe ſo much Confidence in our 
Great and Mighty Confederates, as to 
neglect the Induſtry and good Will of 
our Weak and Mean Aſſociates. Virgil 
filly Gzat could awaken the ſluggiſh 
Shepherd from his improvident ſlumber, 
to decline the approaching Serpent; and 
the impotent Piſmire has been taught 
to rouze up the ſleeping Lyon, to make 
an Eſcape from the Hunter's Nets. 

Thus we find the Chain of God Al. 
mighty's Providence link'd together by 
ſo many dependant Cauſes; begun in 


God's Counſel; ſeconded by David's 
Prayer; continu'd in Huſba?'s n 
ö 1 
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and Abſolom's Weakneſs, ſhut up art 
length in the Action of a filly Maid. 
Which latter Hint will introduce a 
third Scene, repreſenting Achitophel's 
laſt Cataſtrophe and bloody Tragedy. 
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E muſt needs run, whom Deſ- 
peration leads and the Devil 
drives. That old Serpent, 
which firſt fet Miſchief a- 
work, ſcorns as much to retire as he 
delights ro-perſevere,and neither ſlacks nor 
ſtops his Pace till he find the Place of 
Execution. How far his wicked Induſtry 
has gone hand in hand with Achitophels 
treacherous Deſigns, I have before _— 
N 
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The Defeat of his pernicious. Counſel, 
with the Cauſes preſenting themſelves 
to the Herrour of a guilty Conſcience, 
ſeconded as well with outward Piſgrace 
15 inward Diſcontent, turns his own Wea- 
pon againſt himſelf, and makes his Policy 
the moſt exquiſite Inſtrument of his own 
Deſtruction. This great Politictas, whom 
2s the Oracle of God the People of 1/rae! 
had never ſuſpected Amen or ac- 
cus'd of Indiſcretion; whoſe wife Ser. 
vice had inſtructed Abſolom in all his 
Parts, and ſo judiciouſly, as it were, chalk'd 
out to him the Way to Sovereignty, might 
ſeem to deſerve more in the Eyes of A0. 

ſolom than Miſpriſion. What leſs reward 

can our beſt Induſtry expect or Grati- 
. & tude expreſs, than Acknowledgment or 

Approbation ? What greater Evidence of 
preſent Ability can our Underſtandings 
- E miniſter or our Hopes promiſe, than the 

Stamp and Seal of our former Actions? 
Had Huſþai ever ſhew'd himfelt fo wiſe 
"© or Achitophel ſo weak, that Haſhai in the 
Scale ſhould overpoiſe Achitophel? Shall 
© the Fancy of a ſhallow Courtier conquer 
© the Wit and Experience of fo great a 
| Stateſman ; and the Tongue of Flattery 
© over-reach the deep Grounds of a ſertPd 
6 3ͤöẽ 


preſerring the Preſervation of his tempo- 
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Judgment? What then remains for Achi. 
tophel but his ſudden Flight, to expreſs 
his noble Indignation, and foreſhew Ab. 
ſolom's Ruin in his own? He will hang 
himſelf firſt to teach Alſolom the Way; 
and to outſtrip him in the laſt AQ, ra 
ther politickly prevent than baſely fear 
the ſhameful ſtroke of Execution. With 
reference to which, we may obſerve that 
the Actions preceding his Death are ex. 
preſs'd in theſe four Circumſtances. Firſt, 
that he ſadl'd his Aſs ; Secondly, that he 
went Home; Thirdly, that he ſet his 
Houſe in order ; and Fourthly, that he 
bang'd himſelf. In the firſt we may take 
notice of his Tyranny, for impoſing on his 
filly Aſs the Burden of his Tranſgreſſion. 
In the Second his Treachery, in that he 
left his Maſter in his greateſt Extremity, 
In the Third his worldly Providence, in 


ral Eſtate before the Salvation of his Soul, 
In the Fourth his deſperate Execution of 
himſelf in diſtruſt of God's Mercy, and 
daring his Juſtice to the laſt Extremity, 
The latter Clauſe concerns his Ceremont- 
ous Funeral, which however in it ſelf it 
was a Paſſion, as we regard Abſolom as 
the Subject; yet ſo far as it may refer to 
. : his 
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his former Teſtament and Ordination, in 
© | which this may ſeem included, it may be 
. term'd an Action,in which he thew'd Him- 
* ſelf ambitious to file and furbiſh over the 
d N Gain of his ſhameful Life and End with 
an Honourable Burial. 'Theſe are the Liſts 
of my preſent Meditation, and the Parts 
of that Scene upon which I now enter; 
and firſt, that he /ad/d his Aſs, 

So contagious has been the Sin of our 
firſt Parents, that it not only uſurp'd Juriſ- 
diction over Mankind, the ſpawa of our 

Father Adam; but invaded without re- 

ſiſtance Nature's univerſal Monarchy : 

infomuch that the Heavens, Elements, 

Plants, and Beaſts themſelves, by the Di- 

vine Inſtitution of their Creation, as diſdain- 

ing to ſerve Ingratitude, are by the Apo- 

ſtle ſaid to groan under their tedious Bur- 

den, and delire to be at liberty. Why 

the Creatures ſhould deſire this Freedom, 

four Reaſons are alledg'd by Peter Martyr 

on the Romans. Firlt, becauſe of their 

perpetual Turmoils and Labours, in that 

they ſerve only for the Uſe of Man, Se- 

condly, becauſe they do together ſuffer 
the ſame Affliction. Thirdly, out of a 
Sympathy and Fellow- feeling of one ano- 
thers Adverſity. Fourthly and laftly, 
8885 5 5 
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which is the greateſt of all, becaufe they 
are conſtrain?d to become the ſervile In. 
ſtruments of Sin, and by conſequence the 
Subjects of God's Fury. This Wrath 

of God, tho general, as I have ſaid, to 
all the Creatures, we find no where 
more legible, than in the filly Aſs, a 
Beaſt created, as it might ſeem, to torture 
it ſelf to ſupply the Defect of Man's In- 
duſtry: in which, aceording to the Egyp. 
tian Heeroglyphicks, Nature ſeems to have 
pattern'd out to us the exact Image of 
Patience, Fortitudeand Frugality ; Gifts 
not unworthy the Choice of the moſt 
generous Temper, had not the Sin of 
Man expos'd them rather to Scorn, than 
Imitation. Such is the unchriſtian Cen- 
| ſure of our Supercilious Times, that Men 
diſdain to ſalute Vertue, except ſhe come ac- 

coutred in Golden Garments: Of this poor 
Creature notwithſtanding, whofe Name 
they ſcorn, they cannot want the - Uſe. 
The Ignominy of a ſervilg Diſpoſition is 
the Reward of his beſt Service: the pro- 

fitable Fruits of his painful Induſtry are 
the Glory and Improvement of his Ma- 
ſter's ambitious Husbandry. If fuch 
1njuſtice offer'd by a Man to a ſervile 
Beaſt ſeem oppoſite to the Laws of com- 
BR | mon 
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mon Equity, which affigns to every 


thing its own ; how greatly in the Eyes 


of every Chriſtian Judge ſwells their Ty- 


ranny, who command their Servants and 


Inferiors to carry the Burden of their 
Tranſgreſſions, as tho they meant to ride 
em on the Spur with themſelves to Hell? 
The Obedience of Achitophel's Aſs to ſerve 
him in this wicked Action was only Paſ- 
five, as of one to whom the Law of 
Nature had preſcrib*d no other Rule than 
his Maſter's Reins: but the ſacred Image 


of God ſtamp'd in the reaſonable Soul of 


Man, is to us both Law and 2 as. 


well to preſerve the Rights of Magiſtrates 


as our own Privilege, and an Obedience 
we juſtly owe to our Superiors both Ac- 
tive and Paſſive, ſo far forth as it may 
conſiſt with the Right of Nature and the 
Glory of God; as being that which he ex- 


preſly commands and no Community can 


want. But when the Sword of the Ma- 
giſtrate pretends a Title to any Part of 
Divine Prerogative, it is always oppos'd 
by the Right of the Cauſe or the Sincerity 


of a good Conſcience, on which as ona 


Rock of Adamant, it may ſooner hack it 
ſelf to pieces than make a Breach for En- 


try. Hence wiſe Magiſtrates may be 


taught 
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taught to exact no more of their Inferiors 
than their Commiſſion from God dares 
to countenance, or their Duty to him com- 
mands : much leis in regard of their own 
Worth co {light the good Offices of the 
meaneſt Servant. Our Conſciences and 
Opinions are ſeldom ſo flexible as our 
Joynts to fawn on Greatneſs ; nor can the 
Judgment of the wiſeſt Governor chal- 
lenge fo much Rule in the weakeſt Un- 
derſtanding as to command Opinion. 
Balaam's Aſs could ſee the Angel of the 
Lord with his Sword drawn againſt him, 
when his Maſter's Eyes were ſhut ; who 
had therefore good rea ſon to leave beating 
his poor Beaſt, when he open'd his Mouth 
to prevent the Danger. But if any wiſe 
Chriſtian deſire the Miniſterial Offices of 
theſe ſervile Creatures, let them imitate 
the Example of our Saviour Chriſt, who 
came meekly on an Aſs riding into Jeru- 
alem; wherethe Enſignsof gracious Ac- 
ceptance and the Shouts of Hoſanna's ap- 
plauded his Arrival: which might in- 
deed wel] be, ſince according to his Cha- 
racter he came deſigning to fave and do 
good, and not like Achitophel to betray 
his Friend. Which is the next Circum- 
ttance that waits our Obſer vation. . 
| The 
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| be trueſt Touchſtone of Friendſhip 
is Adverſity, which commonly unmasks 
our Enemys to Diſcovery, and ſingles out 
our beſt Friends for Trial. Here Achito- 
phel, as an ill Actor, fainted in the laſt 
Scene, and choſe rather to ſhew himſelf 
what he indeed was, than what he ought 
to be. His Maſter Abſolom, whom he 
had engag'd into ſo great a Danger, he 
left to greater, Sink he might, or ſwim 
for him, as the windy Guſt of his new 
Counſel, or the inconſtant Tide of Oc- 
caſion pleas'd to befriend him. His great 
Hopes, grounded on Abſolom's Riſe, and 
promiſing ſo much in the Bud, began to 
| wither &er they ſaw the Bloom; and a 
vain Project it ſeem'd to him to venture 
with a Bankrupt, and out of his Maſter's 
blaſted Field to expect a Harveſt, If Ab. 


ſolom will needs wed himſelf to his own 


Will and his Seducers Counſel, let him 
run his own Hazard: Achitophel ſtands 
no further engag'd than his own DireQi- 
on. If Abſolom fall fo ſhort of his am- 
| bitious Wiſhes, as Achitophel's wiſe Au— 
gury ſuppoſes, let him ſuffer by himſelf, 
as not deſerving Achitophel's Pity or So- 
ciety. He was once warn'd, and there- 
fore twice arm'd to withſtand ſo weak 

| an 
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an Aſſailant as Huſbai, his pretentied 
Friend. And why ſhall Achitophel ap- 
pear ſo ſuperſtitious, as to obſerve him, 
Who neglects himfelf and {lights his 
Friends? Two Dangers here offer d them- 
ſelves at once; one was the Deſertion of 
kis Young Maſter, the other the Neg- 
k& of his own Eſtate. But with a Po- 
heician the Choice is eaſy ; and there- 
fore is it time to hye him home and 
fee his own Houſe in order, having 
left the Community in a Combuſtion. 
His Maſter might as well find him 
abſent as negle& him preſent, and 
3 meet him in his Death than Coun- 
el. bY 
PFrom this Example a good Chriſtian 
may be taught ſo much Policy, as to try 
his Friends in Adverſity, before he truſt 
them in Proſperity. Thoſe Vermin, 
which undermine the Houſe, are taught 
to run from the Ruin and quit the Man- 
ſion which before preſerv'd *em, having 
never lov'd it any further than it ſerv'd 
their own purpoſe. But a true Friend 
hides himſelf like a Glow-· worm obſcurd 
in the Day of Proſperity, reſerving his 
Light for the gloomy Night of Adverſity. 
Huſhai, as we have formerly ſeen, had 
leſs 
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leſs reaſon to ſuſpect Achitophel's Head 
to want Abſolom's Arm, than David's Arm 
to want Direction: yet however to ex- 
prefs the Loyalty of a Subject, he choſe 
rather to caſt himſelf onraſh Adventure 
than known Experience, and hazard the 
Shipwrack of himſelf to fave a Friend. 
If any Man ſhould ask how far Friend- 

_ ſhip may clallenge a Juriſdiction in 
our Converſation * God will anſwer, 
that He muſt firſt join and intereſt 
himſelf in the Matter, before Men 
can in earneſt ſhake hands and be 
Friends. A true and juſt Amity ſhines 
not ſo much in the Subject in which 
it grows, as on the Object on which it 
grows; as that which deſires nat ſo much 
do purchaſe as to deſerve Applauſe, It 
was a ppor ſhift of Vaamer,out of the Sin- 
cerity of his -unteign'd Love, thus to excuſe 
his Ina Idolatry: When I come into the 
Temple of Rimmon, and my Maſter boweth 
down to theImage and leaneth on my fhoulder, 
and he leaneth down with me; the Lord be 
merciful to me in this Thing, Had his 
Eye offended him, or his Hand miſtook 
his Meſſage, he had not only fufficient 
Warrant but Command to pluck out the 
one and cut off the other: and much more 
b arc 
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are we warranted to diſſolve the ſtrongeſt 
Contract betwixt outward Friends, 
where God ſhakes his Rod between a 
Friend's Impiety and our Affection. But 
neither of theſe Motives found footing in 
Achitophels Deſign. Had the diſtruſt 
or diſlike of his Maſter's Cauſe diſſwaded 
the Furtherance of it, he had not ſuffer'd 
him to run ſo far beyond prevention. Had 
his Motive afterwards grounded it ſelf on 
Juſtice, he might have turn'd his Coun- 
fel another way ; rather to his Maſter's 
Good than his own Ruin: at leaſt by his 
Submiſſion he might have piec'd up this 
Breach of Loyalty, and have caſt his For- 
tunes on ſo favourable a Calm as David's 
Reconcilement to his dear tho rebellious 
Abſolom. But Abſolom's Caſe was deſpe- 
rate, his own Treaſon evident, David's 
remiſſive Pardon unlikely, and his own 
Houſe unſettPd : and therefore upon the 
Grounds of his worldlyPolicy, he thought 
it moreexpedient to ariſe and go home, 
and ſet his Houſe or Family in order; 
which is the next thing that comes to be 
conſider d. | 5 
Herein Achitophel, tho a wicked Cay- 
tiff, ſcarce deſerving a good Epithet, 
fecm'd to ſhew as much Piety as Policy; 
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in that he ſettl'd his Eſtate by Providence 
while he liv'd, which aſter his Death 
he foreſa w might be ſhipwrack*d by Dif. 
ſenſion or Confuſion. So much of the 
Image of God he had left undefac'd in 
him, as ſhew'd him ſome obſcure Glimpſe 
of Eternity ; while he ſought that Being 
in Poſterity by Propagation, which the 
Diſtaſters of the Times were readier to 
cancel than preſerve : a Precedent ſur - 
mounting the Example of many Chri/ti- 
ans of our Times, who imagining all the 
World to be born for them and them for 
themſelves, neglect former Precedents, 

and ſtop the Paſſage to all Poſterity : as if 
the Line drawn out ſo many Ages from 
their firſt Father Adam, ought to break 
off withthemſel ves, and attain its higheſt 
Pitch in their Perfections. It was a no- 
table tho arrogant Reply of Iphicrates to 
Hermodius in Plutarch, who boaſted too 

much of his continu'd Line and antient 
Nobility : My Nobility begins in me, where- 
as thine ends in thee ; in which he vaunt- 
ed himſelt by Providence and Vertue to 
have as much advanc'd and improv'd, as 
the other had lower'd and lefſen'd his Fa- 
mily and Fortunes. To lend Poſterity a 
Head may to a wiſe Man ſeem a greater 
Glory 
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Glory than to borrow from Anceſtors a 
Tail: and on the other fide, to play away 
in ſport our Predeceſſors Labours, a grea- 
ter Diſhonour, than to piſs on our Parents 
Aſhes or raze their Monuments. Among 
all the temporal Blefſings promis'd or de- 
riv'd as Rewards to his faithful Servants, 
I find none greater in holy Writ than the 
multiplying of their Seed and ſpreading of 
their Family : Behold, fays God to Abra- 
ham, I will make of thee a mighty People, 
And that which God in his ſpecial Favour 
wp as ſo great a Recompence to his 

eſt Favorites, ſhall unworthy Man e- 
ſteem a Trifle, and value ſo far below the 
Rate? He that provides not for his Fami- 
ly is worſe than an Infidel, ſays the Apoſtle, 
Not, I ſuppoſe,that a provident Heather is 
abſolutely to be prefer'd before a negligent 
Profeſſor : but that in this Compariſon of 
ſetling a Man's Eſtate after him in regard 

of Poſterity, a wiſe Infidel might chal- 

Tenge a Precedency before a careleſs Chy//- 
tian, according to that in the Goſpel : The 
Children of this World are wiſer in their 
Generation than the Children of Light. 
Herein Achitophel's Policy ſhook hands 
with Honeſty, which ſeldom met before 
in Conſort : but no ſooner could they 

. = meet 
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meet but part, as if they meant to meet no 
more. He ſettl'd his worldly Eſtate on 
Earth, but forgot his eternal Hope in 
Heaven. He reſerv'd to himſelf out of 
all his Legacys the Worm of a guilty 
Conſcience, which he could no more 

ſhake off than himſelf. Which leads our 
Diſcourſe to a ſecond Obſervation arifing 
from this Point: That worldly-wiſe Politi- 
cians prove moſt improvident for the future 
Life, and prefer Temporal good Things vefore 
eternal Happineſs, 1 
Where a Man's Treaſure is, there will his 
Heart be alſo, ſays our Bleſſed Savronr. 
Whencea Reaſon may be given why A- 
chitophel, deſpairing of any Portion among 
the Saints in Heaven, ſet his Mind to 
diſpoſe of his Poſſeſſions here on Earth. 
Riches, which the wiſeſt Philoſophers e- 
ſteem'd only a Complement of temporal 
Felicity, are the End of their Ambition: 
while the Fruition of eternal Joys in Hea- 
ven, ſtands as doubtful in their Hopes 
as unſettl'd in their Opinion. But this 
Providence in diſpoſing worldly Affairs, at 
the beſt can be reputed no other than the 
Child of Nature, whoſe Mole- eyes thro 
the glimmering Light of human Reaſon 
can hardly pierce ſo far as its own Spro 
much 
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much leſs thro the Clouds of human Igno- 


rance and the World's contagious Fogs, can 


it open it ſelf a Paſſage to that eternal Glo- 
ry, to which none but the Light of Grace 
can direct or command an Entrance. No 
wonder then if worldly Men having all 
their Cares bounded in this World, run 
always in the ſame Circle, and reſpect no 


other than their own Center, diſdaining 


as it were an Intereſt in any ſuperior Orb. 
This they eſteem their higheſt Heaven, 


without which with Ariſtotle they can- 


not imagin either Locum or Tempus; ei- 
ther Place to contain their Treaſure, or 

Time to add to their Mortality. If-by 

the permiſſive Indulgence of Almighty 
God, ſome ſparkle of Grace do chance to 
preſent it ſelf: yet this is but as Lightning 
no ſooner ſeen but loſt ; enough to ſhew 
it ſelf, but too little to give Direction; 


enough for their Curioſity to diſpute, but 


too much for their Faith to apprehend: 


and therefore do they rather reſolve to ſet 


up their Reſt in this World, which they 


know, than hazard themſelves on ſo dan- 


gerous a Diſcovery, in which they would 
ſhew themſelves at leaſt diffident, if not 
deſperate. This ſeems to have been the 
Reſolution of wicked Cain, who tho he 

| 0 | Way 
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s excluded God's preſence, ſouglit ou a 
Place in the Land of Vu te build a City, 
which might bear his Name and preſerve 
his Family. Himſelf, as it were branded 
with the mark of Reprobation, he quiek- 
ly ſubmitted to Perdition withthis deſpe- 
rate Aﬀertion in his Mouth: My Sin is 
greater than can be fargiven me. His Po- 
ſterity he committed richer to Chance or 
Policy than God's Pretection; as if his 
own Care were ſufficient to undefthitie 
the Divine Providence, or at leaſt he had 
prov'd ſo good a Proficient in the School 
of Policy as to work his own deſperate 
Fortunes to his Childrens Advantage. 
1 the many other Examples of this 
kind, I find none more remarkable than 
that of a certain Lawyer, whom Bellarnicn, 
as he himſelf reports, in the time of his 
Sickneſs coming to viſit, and urging to 
Prayer and Confeſſion, reply d that he 
could wiſh that Prayer were made for his 
Wife and Children, whoſe Welfare ig 
this World he greatly tender d; while 
himſelf as loſt and deſperate he gave over 
to Damnation, Bellarmin's Obſervation 
| of this deſperate Man, might methinks 
 haveopen'd his Eyes to have ſeen that 
Myſtery of — elosꝰd up in their Ba. 
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1 oo 5 Achitophel „ 
bylonifh* Hierarchy. How may thouſand 
Souls, whom they ought to purchaſe to 
Chriſt, do they daily fell to Satan for 
their own Gain or Greatneſs, as if they all 
conſpir'd in one to ſhipwrack their Hopes 
of another Life in Heaven, that they may 
bolſter up a Papa! Monarchy on Earth? 
Their Fire of Pargatory had long ſince 
been extinct, had it not maintain'd the 
Pope's Kitchin. TheirIndulgences had long 
ſince grown ſtale and lain on their hands, 
had not the coſtly Marriages of the Pope's 
Nieces, or rather Daughters, ſet em out 

in anew Edition to make 'em vendible. 
The Idol of their pretended Supremacy 
had wanted Adoration, and Peter's imagi- 
nary Chair been broken and hurPd to the 
Ground, had not Covetouſneſs on the 
one ſide, Pomp and Ambition on the o- 
ther, as two Supporters, labour'd to keep 
it upright. And little could St. Pat him- 

ſelf effect by his powerful Preaching a- 
mong ſuch Athenians, as never wanted a 
Demetrius, a Silver-{mith, who leſt his 

Shrines ſhould ſtand upon his hands, will 
ſtoutly ſpeak up for the Honour of D:an's 
Temple. Well may we call that a meer 
Politick Religion, or rather a masked A- 

theiſm, in which the pretended Wan 2 
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of God is ſet up as a Pillar to underprop an 
Antichriſtian Hierarchy ; and true Religi- 
on, which Thould command our beſt Ob- 
ſervance, becomes the Slave and Servant 
of Ambition. In this, Achitophel's De- 
ſign ſeems to fall ſhort of their Induftry : 
he ſets his Houſe in order, without any 


ſenſe of Religion or Prejudice at God's 


Church; whereas theſe Men uſe the 


Sword of the Church againſt Religion, 
conſtraining her at once both to inflict and 


ſmart at her own Wounds. Achitophel 


left the Commonwealth in a Combuſtion 
to ſet his own Houſe in order; whereas 


theſe Firebrands of State ſet theit own 


Houſes in order firft, that they may the 


more eaſily diſturb the good Temper of a 


ſettl'd Community. Achitophel, for ought 


we know, ſhut up all his treacherous 


Deſigns in his own Execution, leaving 


as Hereditary rather the Stain than the 


Guilt of his odious Treaſon to Poſterity ; 
Whereas theſe Jeſuitick Factors, unwilling 
to eut off the Entail of their trattorous In- 

clinations either by Deſpair or Repentance, 
like a Brood of Vipers bequeath a Legacy 


of their venomous Quality to their Off- 


ſpring; in which, as out of a Cockatrice's 
Egg, is hatch'd, preferv'd and multi- 


——— a — — 
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ply'd the accurſed Spawn of Treachery 
and Sedition. Which laſt Clauſe bad, 
our Diſcourſe to a ſecond Point, namely 
the Confideration of Achitophel's Death, 


in that he hang'd bimſelf. In Achirophel's 


Deatli we may obſerve two ſpecial Points: 
Firſt- the Cauſe ; Secondly the Manner. 
Fhe Cauſe, as I have beſore noted, was 
Deſpair ; and the Manner of his Death 


was as ſhameful and ignominjaus, as his 


Life and Actions. Now Deſpair is an 
Infirmity of human Temper, deſerving 
rather Pity than Indignation. A Child it 


is, whom the Guilt of Sin begets on an 
evil Conſcience ; which no ſooner be- 
holds the Light, but it covets Darkneſs, 
as if it made no more uſe of Life, than to 


inſtruct a Man in the next way to Death. 


In this bottomleſs Pit of Deſpair, where 
no Paſſenger can caſt Anchor, dos Achito- 
phel now find himſelf plung'd ; and there- 


fore, as one arreſted by Death's imme- 


 pearance. Better die once, thinks he, 


than fear always; and ſhut up all Miſ- 


chiefs in one Death, than ſpin out Life in 


many Miſchiefs. Thoſe lofty Scenes of 


State, in which Achitophel has hitherto 
either acted himſelf or prompted denen 
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muſt not ſhut up in an Evil Cataſtrophe ; 
and who fitter to end, than he who began 
this ſtately Tragedy ? To live at another 
Man's Benevolence ſeems the ſmalleſt 
Privilege of a Subject; to die at his 
own Command, the greateſt Prerogative 
of a King. A baſe Executioner muft 
not ſhare ſo great a Glory, as to chop 
off a Head enrich'd with ſo much Policy ; 
nor mult Juſtice ſeem to intreat any other 
Hands than his own in his ſtately Executi- 
on. Behold here the laſt Reſolution of 
this matchleſs Politician, propos'd after- 
wards, it ſeems, as a Pattern to many 
high Spirits among the Heathen; whole 
Judgments, infatuated by falſe Principles, 
miſconſtrue the Badg of Cowardice for 
the moſt honourable Seal of Courage : as 
if it werea Point of Valour to ſhake hands 
with Death, and faintly give themſelves 
over to his Mercy, with whom as an Ene- 
my they ought to combat. True Ho- 
nour never fears to ſtare Death in the 
Face, but ſeldom courts it as a Friend: 
often as a Co. rival it ſtruggles with it for 
Victory, but never gives up the Hilts or 


crys Quarter, till over- maſter'd by a grea- 


ter and diſproportionate ſtrength, he finds 
em wreſted from his Hands. So muck 
H 4 nor 
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notwithſtanding did this wicked Opinion 
_ cf ſelf. killing prevail among the antient 
| Romans, that a ſpeedy Diſpatch of our 
ſelves in Caſe of Extremitys ſeem'd to 
challenge as much Honour, as with a 
Chriſtian it deſerves Shame. Thus do 
we find it not only recorded, but in a 
manner recommended by that 'Furn-coat 
Lipſius out of the Principles of his Stoical 
Philoſophy, whoſe broken Rudiments he 
had, it ſeems, better conn'd than Chriſtia- 
nity. But how far out of our voluntary 
Diſpoſition we ought to entertain the 
ſtroke of Death, is not eafy to determin 
without diſtinguiſhing. A Concurrence 
of our Wills we may interpret two ways, 
either for a Paſſive Obedience, indebted ra- 
ther to Conſtraint than Choice, in which 
Nature fubmits her ſelf to Juſtice or Ne- 
ceſſity; or an active Violence, deriv'd for 
the moſt part from Fear or Raſhneſs, 
in which Reaſon ſuffers her ſelf to be cap- 
tivated by boiſtrous Phrenſy, arming the 
Strength of unwilling Nature againſt her 
own Boſom, and Lik her ſweer Compa- 
nion. The former Concurrence of our | 
Aſſent, or at leaſt Submiſſion to ſuch Ex- 
tremitys, we find warranted not only by 
Permiſſion but Command, ſo far forth — 
ST! | =-.T0 the 
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the Juſtice of the Cauſe, conſpiring witha 
regulated Conſcience, imports Neceſſity. 

Thoſe bleſſed Martyrs of the Church, 

_ Whole glorious Wounds and Scars ſhine 
as ſo many Orient Pearls in their white 
Robes of Sanctity, are feaPd and mark*d 
cout as Examples to Poſterity, Thoſe. va- 
liant Champions in defence of their Coun- 
try and Religion, expos'd to the merci- 
leſs Jaws of Death, or the bloody Phangs 
of uncertain Hazards in a CHriſtian War- 
fare, what Age ſo envious, as that it will 
not crown with preſent Honour, and re- 
giſter to ſuture Admiration? Nay even 
Male factors themſelves, in whom Juſtice 
often prevents Nature hy an untimely Ex- 
ecution, may ſeem to cancel ſome part of 
their former Guilt in giving by their ſub- 
miſſive Patience the ſtrictneſs of the Law 
a due Satisfaction. And therefore with- 
out queſtion the Sweetneſs of Lite oughr 
not to ſhare ſo great a Moiety in our At- 
fections, as to ſhut out our Obedience, 
when either Religion ſtands at ſtake, or 
our Country craves our Aſſiſtance, or 
Juſtice challenges her Prerogative. The 
other Expoſure of Mens Lives to certain 
Death, where Neceſſity on either Hand 
threatens apparent Ruin without Aa” 
could 
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could charitably interpret like Sampſon's 
Deſign, in razing the Houſe at once to his 
own and the Ph:liſtines Deſtruftion ; or 
 Lucan's and Seneca's Advice, in making 
choice of their Death by cutting their 
own Veins : did not God's Almighty Pro- 
vidence in our greateſt Deſigns ſhew it 
ſelf more pregnant than our ExpeRation, 
and command rather our Patience than 
Prevention. But for ſuch untimely and 
unnatural Deſigns, in which the Hands 
are made inſtrumental Executioners to the 
Heart, as being prick'd on with the Hor- 
ror of a guilty ä — and diſtruſt of 
God's Favours, neither Chriſtianity ever 
gave any Precedent, nor Stoical Philoſophy 
among all her ſtrict Axioms a warranted 
Precept; this being an Action odious 
both ro God and Man, which begins 
with Sin and ends with Shame. And 
this leads our Diſcourſe from the immedi- 
ate Cauſe of Achibophel's Death, namely 
bis Deſpair, to the Manner and Quality 
of it, his ſhameful End. Shame is the 
{worn Servant of Sin, an odious but offi- 
cious Hag, whom Life can never enter - 
tain without ſorrow, nor Death eaſily 
ſhake off, till Memory forfeit her Re- 
cords to Time, and Time to Qblivion. _-_ 
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the Miſery of Guilt, with Conſtraint to 
cheriſh in her Boſom the Child ſhe hates, 
and bequeath ſuch a fatal Iſſue to Poſteri- 
ty, whoſe Brows ſhall carry the true 
Stamp and Character of her own Defor- 
mity. And how great a Sovereiguty ſo- 

ever Sin may ſeem to challenge in the 

Sphere of human Nature, which our firſt 

Parents by their Diſobedience forieited to 
her JuriſdiQion, yet will it in the end 
find it ſelf conquer'd ; in that Sin living 
for the moſt part in Darkneſs, ſhurs up 
all her Malice with Death, while her un- 
toward Babe ſhall ſurvive to upbraid her 
AQtions in the Light, and arraiga her af- 
ter Death at the Bar of Juſtice. Had 
Achitophel heen as provident to prevent 
an il] Report after Death, as ambitious to 
preſerve Reputation during Life, he had 
meaſur'd his Actions by the better End, or 
at leaſt in the Event directed his worſt 
Ends to. better purpoſe, than loſe at the 
laſt Caſt what he had been fo long a 
winning, or ſtain the Fame of his 
farmer Actions with ſo baſe an Exe- 
cution. His eminent Gifts of Wiſdom, 
how ſoever_ ſordid and wicked in them- 
ſelves, as being directed rather to his own 
private Ends than to God's Glory or the 
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Good of the Publick, might notwith- 
ſtanding out of a preconceiv d Opinion of 
his Worth, have found in the common 
Voice a favourable Conſtruction. Old 
Vices commonly find welcome under new 
Names, and nothing ſo witty as Sin to in- 
vent new Epithets to ſhut out Shame and 
entertain Plauſibility, Luxury and Le- 
chery,the Bane of Nature, may paſs current 
under the Title of good Fellowſhip; ig- 
norant Pride and ſupercilious Contempt 
may call themſelves retir'd Gravity or 
ſtout Magnanimity ; griping Covetoul- 
neſs and baſe Uſury may find entertain- 
ment under the ſhew of thrifty Husban- 
dry; Tyranny and Oppreſſion ſhall be 
ſtiPd ſevere Juſtice and ſtrict Govern- 
ment: at leaſt from each of theſe, com- 
mion Connivance would make a ſhift to 
extract ſomewhat, which might ſavour 
- > of Ingenuity, to cover Guilt from the 
Inquiſition of Truth, and ſtop the harſh 
Mouth of Cenſure. And thus would 
it ſhew it ſelf no leſs ingenious than 


« 


Ariſtotle in his Ethicks, who in paintin 
out to the Life his Idol Mizenouxic, 1s 
obſery*d to have ſtoln the chiefeſt marks 
of many notorious Vices to charaQerize 
one imaginary Vertue. No worſe but 

; „ rather 
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rather better Favour might Achitophel's 
Life ſeem to have deſerv'd, eſpecially a- 
mong the common Rout of his Inferiors, 
who valuing the Worth of their Superi- 
ors, . imagin*em as eminent in Wiſdom as 
they tranſcend: in Greatneſs, een as if 
they conceiv*d *em-to be faſhion'd in ano- 
ther Mould and wrought to another Na- 
ture; and that little ſlips or ſcapes, which 
in ordinary Men we can interpret no o- 
ther than the Effects of Infirmity, ſhould 
in them be thought to proceed from pre- 
meditated Counſel and mature Deliberati- 
on, critically directed to ſome ſpecial End 
or other in the State. But admit that his 
ſinful Projects had lain open to Diſcovery, 
yet ſavouring of a reaching Wit or ſea- 
ſon'd with Diſcretion, they might ſeem 
among vulgar Judgments rather the 
Fruits of politick Prevention than human 

Weakneſs. Our Intellectual Gifts we 
commonly. value above our Moral Ver- 
tues; and therefore think it a leſs Diſpa- 
ragement to be tax'd of Diſhoneſty than 
Tndiſcretion, as if we rather coveted an 
Inheritance here among the Children of 

this World, than to have our Names en- 
rol'd with the Children of Light, Thus 
far Achitophel had ſo carry*d his Matters, 
5 0 
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as it may ſeem to ſpeak his Willem, 
tho not his Honeſty. Had Abſalam thro 
his Advice advanc'd himfelt to the Throne 
of ral, his notorious Treaſon had paſs'd 
for profound. Policy; nor could the 
World ever term that Act Treaſon, 
_ which is a Kings or for a King's 
Promotion. If | Achitophel's Project fell 
below ion, it wasiAbſolom's weak- 
neſs to repett Advice, and not Achiraphel's 
to ſuggeſt the beſt Counſel. But ſhift the 
Scene, and let the ſelf. fame Theatre, which 
juſt nau found him plotting Ab/olom's 
Advancement, ſee him contriving the 
| Means and Manner of his own' Death; 
and yowll imagin him all this while but 
to have perſonated a wife Man, and now 
in the end to reſume his proper Habit: 
much like a certain Beaſt in Scythia men- 
tion'd hy Pliny in his Natural Hiftory, 
whom he reports to be able to change him - 
felt into all Variety of Shapes and Colours, 
and when returning to his own Form ex- 
preſſes the Refemblance of an Afs; a 
good Emblem of a wicked Polirician, 
who ſitting as it were at the Stern of State 
and holding the Helm in his Hands, muſt 
of neceſſity vary himſelf a thouſand ways 
to obey all Winds and ſecond all Fides. 
5 3 But 
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But Nature, which is the worſt Diſſem- 
bler of guilty Actions, will one time or 
other betray it ſelf to Diſcovery ; or at 
I aft plain dealing Death will ſtrip him 
naked and lay him open to ſhame, leay- 
ing him as a Fool to Mens Contempt and 
God's Vengeance. Shame and Reproach, 
the maſt unwelcome Gueſts to Achitophel 
in his Life, are here invited as Friends to 
attend him to his Sepulcher; and the 
Kind and Manner of his Death, tho moſt 
odious to God and Man, yet is thought 
the ſafeſt and ſweeteſt in his fooliſh 
Choice. Among the many ways, by 
which every Man may make himſelf aPaf- 
ſage to Death, he muſt needs chooſe the 
worſt: to die as a Dog on a Tree, and make 
himſelf guilty as well of his ſhameful 
Death, as the ignominious Motive to it. 
Death is the common Deſtiny of Man- 
kind; to fear or wiſh for it is the Mark of 
a Coward, and the Shame of a Man. To 
end our Courſe of Life in a warm Bed is 
Natures Tribute, and the Crown of Silver 
Hairs ; to cancel Cares in the Field by 
the Hand of an Enemy, is the Chance of 
War and the Honour of a Souldier ; to 
die by the Sentence of Juſtice. and the 
Stroke of the Executioner, is a neee 

: of 
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of the Law and ſome Expiation of Guilt: 
but to die out of Cowardice and Deſpair 
to die by the Violence of our own Hands, 
to die without any way expiating the 
Gnilt of Sin, by giving ſatisfaction to the 
Law or affording Nature any Right in 
ExpeQation ; and, which is more than 
all the reſt, to quit the Vexations of this 
World to incur greater in the next, and to 
tread with unrefolv*d Feet that unknown 
Path of Death, whoſe common Entrance 
ſhuts up in a doubtful End between ce- 
leſtial Joysand'infernat Torments : What 
ſettl'd Judgment, I fay, will not brand 
this with the odious Blot of extreme Fol- 
ly, in compariſon of which the greateſt 
Vanity inthe World ſhould loſe its Name 
and ſeem Diſcretion ? Here may we fee 
the Weakneſsof human Wiſdom tutor'd 
by Temptation, and directed by the com- 

mon Enemy of Mankind, overmaſter'd 
in this Inſtance ; and which in others ſel- 
dom affords the Owner any greater Cour- 
teſy than Confuſion, or their Names and 


Memory any other Trophy than a liv: 


ing Shame or a lying Sepulcher. Which 
direQs our Enquiry to the third and laſt 
Action, preordain'd, as it ſeems, by him- 
ſel in his Life, but executed by his 
* | Friends 
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Friends after his Death, namely his pom- 
pous Burial: for, as the ſacred Hiſtory 
tells us, he was bury'd in the Sepulcher of 
his Fathers. VVV 
Whether this laſt Action of Achitopel 
be rather to be aſcrib'd to Achitophel him- 
ſelf as appointed by his laſt Will and Teſ- 
tament, or to his Children as their laſt 
Duty and Obligation to their dead Parent, 
we'll make no long diſpute. It ſeems 
an Act of both, and in which either Party 
may ſhare an Intereſt, as commanded by 
the one and executed by the other. With 
reference to the former, in Achitophel's 
Providence, ſeeking to preſerve his Name 
and Memory in ſo {light a Trophy as a 
Stone or Statue, we may read the ſhallow 
Reach of many Politicians of our Age, 
ambitiouſly ſetting up their garniſh'd Se- 
pulchers in Chnrches and high Places as 
Idols of Admiration, to be worſhip'd by 
| —— Spectators: which not with- 
ſtanding in a judicious Cenſure do only 
live for a Time to upbraid their Folly, and 
after a Time fall into Duſt and Aſhes, 
as the rotten Bones they ſhrow'd up in 
Oblivion. Envious Time, which has 
eaten out the Workmanſhip of ſo many 
famous Architects, * not ſo much 
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as Stones or Ruins for Antiquity to boaſt 
of or Poſterity to admire, might by the 
Mouth of Hiftory, its beſt Secretary, 
have diſcover'd the Weakneſs that of Con- 
fidence which grounds it ſelf on ſuch un- 
certaintys. Babel, the greateſt Ambi- 
tion of human Induſtry, undertaken as 
it were by the joint Handicraft of Man- 
kind, neither by Diſparity of Religions 
nor Difference of Languages, as yet di- 
vided into Factions; in which as Philo 
TJuaeus notes, and the Text of holy Scrip- 
ture not obſcurely intimates, the chiefeſt 
Men of Rank and Eſtimation ſought up- 
on engraven Stones to preſerve their 
Memory; what other Legacy in its Fall 
has it bequeath'd to our Obſervation than 
the want of Diſcovery, the Whetſtone 
of diligent Antiquarys and Tortures of the 
moſt curious Inquiſition? How much 
better is the content of a quiet Conſcience, 
grounded on the Aſſurance of God's Pro- 
miſes of future Happineſs, than ſuch Paint- 
ed Sepulchers, which preſent in a manner 

nothing elſe to Poſterity, but their own 
_ Ruines and their Founders Weakneſs ? 
However in the laſt Place from the offici- 
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their deceas'd Father, may we learn the 
0 * Reſpect 
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Reſpect we owe to the Aſhes of our dead 
Anceſtors. The raiſing up of Monumen- 
tal Statues to the Memory of others, we 
ought rather to interpret the Duty of 

Poſterity, than the Ambition of our de- 
ceas'd Parents; yet ſo, as that they ought 

rather to humble us with the Thought of 
Mortality than puff us up with Pride for 
our Parents Nobility. In a word, ſuch Mo- 
numents, beſides Shame and Infamy, if 
erected to ill Men, can expreſs no other 
than the common Epitaph of Mankind : 
that he liv'd and dyd, The greateſt 

Tyrant in the World can command no 
more, the pooreſt Beggar can challenge 
to himſelf no leſs. | 


THE EN P. 


